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My Lord, 

Moving as I do, only among the humbler 
ranks of the working clergy in the Established 
Church, it may eeem, and I have no doubt will 
be considered by many, as an act of great pre- 
sumption in me to address the following paper to 
you, in reply to certain strictures contained in 
yonr Lordship's late Charge at St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral. The nature of them, however, is such that 
they leave me no alternative. If the opinion 
tbere laid down as your own, of the doctrine of 
the English church, and the gospel of the grace of 
God, be correct, then— and it is but honest to de- 
■are it — the whole tenor of ray public ministra- 
lions for the last thirty years has been nothing 
but one tissue of fraud and falsehood. And the 
people among whom I now labour have a right 
to charge me with having poisoned their minds 



with noxious error, instead of feeding them with 
truth. 1 feel it to be a duty I owe to them, 
therefore, and the section of the church of Christ 
to which I belong, to attempt a vindication of 
ray principles and public ministrations from any 
Buch serious allegation. I most earnestly entreat 
you, niy Lord, to be assured I mean nothing per- 
sonal iu this undertaking. Deem it not, my 
Lord, as an attack upon yourself; I have no such 
disposition or intention; it would be most un- 
seemly. It is in self-defence I stand up, or 
rather let me say, in defence of the principles 1 
hold, and labour earnestly to disseminate, be- 
cause I believe them to be according to the doc- 
trine of the Established Church, the faith of 
Christ, and the truth of God. 

You state, my Lord, p. 23, " that regeneration 
does actually take place in baptism, is most un- 
doubtedly the doctrine of the English cliurch, 
and I do not understand how any clergyman, 
who uses the office for baptism, which he has 
hound himself to use, and which he cannot alter 
nor mutilate without a breach of good faith, can 
deny tbat in some sense or other baptism is in- 
deed the laver of regeneration," To this you 
subjoin that tliere is no justification offered to 
the church without the intervention of sacra- 
ments ; i. e. a person must be baptized with water 
before he can be justified. From which you de- 
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the following inference : " I cannot, there- 
ire, deny it to be the plain doctrine of our 
church that baptism is instrumentally connected 
with justification." Wliat then is regeneration ? 
What is justification ? To assert that either the 
one or the other is inseparably connected with, 
or necessarily dependent ujioii, the water, the 
lutward sign or form in baptisTn, is what I have 
len ever taught to consider, and do contend to 
be, contrary to God's holy word. If, then, 
baptismal regeueratiou and sacramental jus- 
tiBcation is not the doctrine of the word of God 
,nd if baptismal regeneration aud sacramental 
istification is the doctrine of the Church of 
England — then the Church of Enghmd holds 
unsound doctrine, and is therefore an unacrip- 
tural church. This is wiiat 1 cannot admit. 
My object, therefore, is to show, and in depen- 
dence upon Him for strength to wield the sword 
in his cause, who has put it into my hand com- 
mandiug me to " fight the good fight of faith," 
*ill endeavour to prove, 

First. That baptismal regeneration and sacra- 
leutal justification is not the doctrine of the 
spel of Christ. 

Secondly. It was not the doctrine of apostles 
the primitive ages of Christianity. 
Thirdly. It is not the doctrine of the Pro- 
liant Reformed Church in England. 
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Jilrst. Saptisinal reijeneration and sacra- 
mental justification militate against the word of 
God. 

1st. Baptismal regeneration. It is contended 
by you, my Lord, that regeneration does actually 
take place in baptism. Yea, "baptism is in- 
deed the laver of regeneration." Then baptism 
by water, and regeneration, are convertible 
terms ; a baptized person, and a regenerate 
person, is one and the same thing. It must, 
then, follow as a necessary consequence, that the 
operating principle, the fruits and effects, must 
he in both the same also. What is the moving 
principle, or efficient cause, of regeneration 1 
The Spirit of God ! It is God the Holy Ghost ! 
This will be conceded, and it is, moreover, 
argued (but that is puerile and a mere evasion 
of ihe question) that the disciples of that school 
do not hold that the water regenerates, but the 
Spirit of God by the water, the sacramental 
water in baptism. This, then, amounts to the 
nnscriptural doctrine of sacramental grace, i. e. 
that the sign and the thing signified, the water 
and the grace, are con substantial : indeed, if bap- 
tismal regeneration is a scripture doctrine, it 
must be so. And, how any person advocating 
such opinion, i.e. consubatautiatiou, or the presence 
of God in the water, can escape the imputation 
of the doctrine of transubstantiation, 1 see not. 



*apiBt3 hold the dogma of sacramental 
in the Lord's Supper becituse they main- 
tain that the presence of God is there. If water 
baptism regenerates the soul, the essential pre- 
sence of God must be there also ; for God 
the Holy Ghost is the efficient cause of rege- 
neration. 

If baptism by water is so essentially connected 
§With regeneration, why did not our Lord, in 
ptering upon his ministry, commence with that 
'dinance? Why did he not administer baptism 
his twelve disciples, when lie called them 1 
There is nothing in the scripture to jnstify the 
uaertion tliat they were ever baptized with 
^ater ; and yet they were born again of the 
^irit. Jesus said unto Peter, " But whom say 
se that I am ? And Simon Peter answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona : for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven," * Peter was 

Iirn of God, but not regenerated by water, for 
Jesus himself baptized not." 
If it could be proved tliat the disciples had 
len baptized by John, it would not alter the 
lestion, lliat was not Christ's baptism, nor even 
uld it be accepted in the place of it; it was the 
'■'' Mnlt. xvi. 15—17. 
L — 
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baptism of repentance, not of the Spirit. Mniiy 
baptized "unto John's baptism," had not "si 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost," 
and afterwards "were baptized in tlie name of 
the Lord Jesus." " And it came to pass, that, 
while Apolios was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts, carae to Ephesua : and 
finding certain disciples, he said unto tbem, 
Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye be- 
lieved ? And they said unto him. We have not so 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 
And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye 
baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. 
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on him which should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When 
they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus." * John, as the fore- 
runner of Messias, was sent to prepare his 
way before Him, to turn Israel from Moses to 
Christ, from the law to the Gospel, " the king- 
dom of heaven which was at hand." John 
preached the baptism of repentance for the re- 
mission of sins, not teaching that their repent- 
ance would procure the remission of their sins, but 
exbortinir them to repent of their evil ways, and 
believe in Christ, "the Lamb of God which 






"taketli away the sin of the worltl." Heiict: the 
^Tovoia or change of mind preached by him 
to turn Israel from Judaism to Christianity, as 
Paul then witnessed. "Theu said Paul, John 
verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, that they should helinveon 
him which should come after him, that is, on 
Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus." John 
was sent to baptize — but Jesus, upon the strength 
of his own testimony, came to preacli " the 
Gospel of theliingdom of God." Now after that 
John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
■preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God, 
and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand ; repent ye, and believe the 
Gospel." * 

Nothing is said of baptism at Nazareth, 
although it is recorded that Jesus habitually 
irequented the synagogue and expounded 
word of God, " and as his custom 
was, he went into the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath day, and stood up for to read. And 
there was delivered unto him the book of the 
prophet Esaias, And when he had opened the 
book, he found the place where it was written, 
'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 



poor j he liatli sent me to heul the broUen- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to tlie captives, 
and recovering of sight to llie blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the 
book, and he gave it again to the minister, and 
eat down. And the eyes of all them that were 
in the synagogue were fastened on hira. And 
he began to say unto them, This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears." * The object of our 
Lord's mission was not to baptize, but to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. And as many 
believed the word, and were heated, and re- 
ceived remission of their eina by faith, wiihout 
baptism ; it is clear that baptism was not then, 
neither is it now, designed to be to the church 
the essential instrument of regeneration. 

If Christ baptized not, but his disciples, where- 
fore was it, when he sent the twelve to preach 
the word, in his instructions, which were both 
particular and minute, so far from impressing 
upon them the necessity' of baptism, he did not 
even notice it ? " Then he called his twelve 
disciples together, and gave them power and 
authority over all devils, and to cure dis- 
eases. And he sent them to preach the king- 
dom of God, aTid lo heal the sick. And they 
departed, and went through the towns preach- 
* Lukeiv. 17—21. 




ing the Gospel, and liealing everywhere." * 
Again, in bis mission of the seventy disci- 
ples ; " After these things the Lord appoint- 
ed other seventy also, and sent them two and two 
before his face into every city and place, whitlier 
he himself would come : Therefore said he unto 
them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers 
are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth labourers into his 
harvest : and into whatsoever city ye enter, and 
they receive yon, eat such things as are set be- 
fore you: and heal the sick that are therein, 
and say unto them, The kingdom of God is 
come nigh unto gou." f Will it be answered, 
that baptism was not yet ordained as a sacra- 
ment of the Gospel clnirch ? The question, 
nevertheless, reverts in all its strength and im- 
portance, why, if that was so indispensably ne- 
cessary, was it not ordained from the first? 

If baptismal regeneration be a scripture doc- 
trine, is it not strange that St. Paul should 
express a satisfaction that he had baptized but 
few ? " I thank God that I baptized none of 
you, but Crispus and Gains ; lest any should say 
that I had baptized in mine own name. And I 
baptized also the household of Stephanas: be- 
sides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 
For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to/ 
" Luke ix. I, Si, 6. f lb. x. I, 2, 8, 9. 
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the Gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none 
effect." * Is it not most remarkable that he 
should say, " Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the Gospel?" Those whomso- 
ever Paul baptized, he baptized according to 
Christ, " in the name of the Father, and of the 
Sod, and of the Holy Ghost." If the persons so 
baptized were all regenerate by the Holy Ghost, 
born from above, made children of God and in- 
heritors of the kingdom of heaven, it is hard to 
reconcile it with the tender spirit of that apostle, 
that he should be thankful that he had made so 
few among them children of God, and heirs of ' 
heaven. We read of those who were " begotten 
again by the word of God which liveth and 
abideth forever" — of those to whom God blessed 
the preached icord to the quickening of their 
souls, of some at Corinth to whom Paul was 
made a spiritual Father by tlie word, *' For 
though ye have ten thousand instructors in i 
Christ, yet have ye not mnny Jatkers: for, in 
Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the 
Gospel," t 

To this end Jesus Christ gave himself for i 
the church, that he might " sanctify and ' 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word :" that he might purify it by the sanctiiy- 
* I Cor. i. 14—17. t lb. i 
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fliience of the Holy Ghost, of which water 
a scripture embleni, through the vyoi'd by 
which faith cometh, " for faith cometh by hear- 
ing, aud hearing by the word of God ;" by which 
faith they who believe are justified, and through 
bich faith also tlie progressive work of saucti- 
lalion is carried on by the same Spirit. It was 
not the aacraraeut of baptism, but the word of 
the Gospel, which our Lord held out as the great 
iostrument of converting and evangelizing the 
orld. Thus, in his last commission to his dis- 
iples, he said, " Go ye into all the world, and 
iach the Gospel to every creature. He that 
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be saved ; but 
that believeth not shall be damned." * 
The Lord notices not "baptized" in tiie last 
clause of this verse ; he does not say " he that 
lieveth not and is not baptized," but simply, 
he that believeth not shall be damned." As 
men are saved, not by baptism, but by faith, 
so it is for the lack of faith, and not of baptism, 
Lat men will perish. It is not by the washing 
water, but by the washing of regeneration, 
t faith is engendered. And thus, they that 
lieve shall be saved. And the water in bap- 
ordained as a symbol, and a symbol 
ly of that spiritual cleansing by the blood of 
lirist which He can alone administer, and whose 
* Mark xvi. 13, 16. 
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prerogative it is to baptize witli tiie Holy Ghost, 
and with fire. 

But let us examine more particularly the na- 
ture of this work. What is regeneration ? It is 
a new creation. As St, Paul describes it — 
" Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creation, tcnaic. Old things are passed 
away ; beliold, all things are become new," * 
It is, according to the words of our Lord, a 
new birth — a being born again — born anew- 
born from above, avu)0Ev, bora of the Spirit, 
i.e. of God. " Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born of water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God." i" It is in the regenerate, the 
production not only of a new and spiritual 
life, but a new and spiritual being, us explained 
by Christ, " that which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and tliat which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit." J As, then, that which is begotten par- 
takes of the nature of him that begat, so they 
who are bom of God are made the partakers of j 
a divine nature. " Whereby are given nnto us 
exceeding great and prfcious promises: that by 
these ye might he partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the ' 
world throiiirh lust," ^ They are made children | 
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of God by adoption and by grace ; " For ye 
have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear ; but ye have received the Spirit of adop- 
tion, wliereby we cry, Abba, Father;" * and 
they become thereby also inheritors of the king- 
dom of heaven. *' And if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if ho 
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together." f 

Now that this was no new doctrine, first pro- 
pounded in the days of Christ, is evident from 
his words to Nicodemus, " Art thou a master 
of Israel, and knowest not these things?" It 
was laid down in the law and the prophets, — 
circumcision, the sign and seal of the covenant 
of grace under the law, betokened it. Moses 
taught it ; " Circumcise, therefore, the fore- 
skin of your heart," &c. '^ Moses promised 
it; "And the Lord thy God will circumcise 
thy heart," &c. § But we know, from the 
words of Christ and his apostles, how that 
corrupt church had perverted the sacraments of 
the Lord to their own destruction. Confounding 
the sign with the thing signified, or marrying 
them together, they held, because they were cir- 
cumcised, that they were Abraham's children, 
ad had God for their father : but Jesus unde- 
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ceived them, and taught, that though they had ' 
the circumcision in the flesh, they had not the cir- 
cumcision of the heart, they had not the faith of 
Abraham ; but with this sacramental mark upon 
them, were of their father the devil. 

The doctrine of the new-birth, or baptism of the 
Spirit was also to be learned from the prophets, 
and that under the same significant emblem of 
water. Indeed, the two-fold expression, water and 
the Spirit, are made use of both by Isaiah and Eze- 
kiel, where the one is designed to explain the other. 
In the prophecy of Isaiah, which is a promise 
to Jesus Christ the head of the church, the Lord 
says, " I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground ;" whicli is im- 
mediately explained, " I will pour my Spirit upon 
tliy seed, and my blessing upou thy offspring :" 
tlien follows the regeneration, " And they shall 
spring up as among the grass, as willows by tlie i 
water-courses. One shall say, I am the Lord's; 
and another sliall call himself by the name of 
Jacob ; and another shall subscribe icith his hand 
unto the Lord, and surname himself hy the name 
of Israel. Thus saith the Lord the king of Israel, 
and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the 
first, and I am the last; and beside me there is 
no God." * After the same manner are de- 
scribed the eifects of the new birth by Ezekiel 
* laaiah xliv. 3—6. 
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EThenwill I sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
! shall be clean : from all your filtliiness, and 
'from all your idols, will I cleanse you :" and 
presently it follows, "-I will put my Spirit within 
you.''* In allusion to these prophecies, as our 
rord was now conversing with a master of 
Israel who was well acquainted with the pro- 
phetical writings, he adopts the same words, and 
in the same order; first, the water, then the 
Spirit, " Except a man be born again of water 
and the Spirit," where the latter was meant to 
interpret the former, and set fortli the nature of 

I the work, spiritual purification. 
This is not the only place in Scripture where 
two words are employed and placed together, the 
one to interpret and enforce the strength of tlie 
;Other. Thus John the Baptist said of Christ, 
e' He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
iwith fire." Fire refines, water cleanses, and in 
both these instances they are designed as em- 
blems of the divine power and efficacy of the 
Holy Ghost, to purge away our dross and our 
I corruptions, and to purify our hearts. There is 
rno more allusion to the sacrament of baptism by 
Lffater in thfi words of Jesus Christ to Nicoderaus, 
[ than there was in the prophecies of Isaiah and 
If^zekiel, for how could the Lord refer to a sacra- 
f ment not yet instituted ? 

* Ezek. Rxxvi. 25—27. 
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From the figurative language here employed 
by Jesus Christ, it seems as though he would 
lead us, for a more perfect uuderstandiug of 
this spiritual renovation of the soul, to the ana- 
logies of nature. We may indeed trace a close 
resemblance. The first production in the crea- 
tion of the world was light — "God said, let 
there be light, and there was light." * The 
first blessing bestowed upon man whom God 
made of the dust of the eartii was life — " And 
the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breatlied into .hia nostrils the 
breath of life ; and man became a living 
soul."'f" So soon as Adam became a living soul, 
he realized all the senses and sensibilities of 
natural life, and exercised all the faculties of a 
rational creature. He had an understanding to 
compreiiend, and a mind to grasp all the beauties 
of creation ; he could feel, and taste, and handle 
the bounties provided for him by the hand of a 
munificent Creator. It is so in the new creation. 
The first exhibition of spiritual grace is light. 
" God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ." '^ The first token 
of regenerating love is life — ■" You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
* Gen. i 3. f lb. ii. 7. J *2 Cor. iv. 6. 



sing." * In this light and life the rtcw man in 
Christ Jesus, " which is renewed in knowledge, 
after the image of him that created him,"t goes 
forth and sees what he saw not before, things 
which are alone spiritually discerned, " for the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God ; for they are foolishness unto him : nei- 
ther, indeed, can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." \ And with astonished 
eyes he surveys the wonders of the spiritual crea- 
tion, the paradise of God, anil in the midst of the 
garden the tree of life, the cross of Christ, Jesus 
Christ and him crucified; the tree that is laden 
with all manner of fruits, and whose leaves are 
for the healing of the nations : with transported 
soul, tiiough trembling hand, he plucks and eats, 
touches but one leaf, and is healed and lives for 
ever, as it is written, " Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. Now we have re- 
ceived, not the Spirit of the world, hut the 
Spirit which is of Ood; that we might know 
the things that arefreeli/ given to us of God." § 
Now, by reason of use, having his " senses ex-' 
ercised to discern between good and evil," 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good { 
* Eph. ii. 1. \ Col. iii, 10. 
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the love of Christ coiistraineth him; he is im- 
pelled by the things which he hath seen, and 
tasted, and handled, — the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us, — 
he praises and adores " the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ," in the contemplation of 
his exceeding abundant goodness and mercy, 
" who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places in Christ, "* and re- 
joices in the hope of eternal life- 
Regeneration, therefore, is not a mere reforma- 
tion of manners, or mending npthe old man, which 
would be putting a piece of new cloth to an old 
garment. No, the body of sin and death will re- 
main the same unto the end, as St. Paul testifies in 
his lamentation, " O wretched man that I am ! 
who shall deliver me from the body of thia 
death ?" f Neither is it any gift of grace 
conditionally, the abiding and final success of 
which are made to depend on man's improve- 
ment. No, for as man cannot add one cubit to 
his natural stature, one other feature to his face, or 
limb to his body, — so neither can he add one iota 
to the new man in Christ Jesus, as to his parts, 
and faculties, senses and sensibilities, for " unto | 
every one of us is given grace according to i/te ' 
measure of the gift of Christ. J As in the natural , 

* Eph. i. 3. ■( Hom. vii. 24. 

t Eph. iv. 7. 




so in the spiritual world, there may be a difference 
in stature — but as to parts, each is perfect. As 
to degrees, it is not so ; for as there is growth in 
the oue, so is tliere in the otlier, and food pro- 
vided suitable to each, that they may grow 
thereby, " till we all come in the unity of the 
feith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
nnto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ." * 

I do not understand what is meant by "im- 
proving the grace of God ;" neltlier do I think 
the term scripturally correct. The grace of God 
given to us, not for us to improve, but to 
iprove us. First to impart, then to cherish good 
"Hesires in us — and stir us up to love and to good 
works. This is both according to Scripture and 
the spirit of our church, " Work out your own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling: for it is God whicii 
worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure." f So prays the church collect for 
Eaater-day. "We humbly beseech Thee, tiiat 
by thy special grace preventing (or going 
fore) us, Thou dost put into our minds good 
\ires, so by thy continual help, we may bring 
le same to good effect, through Jesus Clirist 
T Lord.*' God does not give us his grace to im- 
irove,J but to profit thereby, for " the mani- 
Eph. iv. 13. t Phil. ii. VZ, 13. X I Cor. xii. 7. 
(:2 
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festation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal."* 

Grace, or Christ by grace, " like the manna 
in the dew given to Israel," is the bread of 
life, as the Lord declares, given to sustain the 
life of the church which is his body. "This 
J8 that bread which came down from heaven : 
not as your fathers did eat manna, and are 
dead : he that eateth of this bread shall live 
for ever."f Does God distil the dew upon 
the earth, for the earth to improve it? — - 
Would it not be a solecism in the annals of 
nature, for any one to say that God had given 
him the fruits of the earth to improve, and 
not to eat, for his food and nourishment? So 
grace, or Christ in the Spirit, — for it is the 
Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth no- 



* There is a difference between the gifts and graces of the 
Holy Spirit — the gifts or qualifications wliicli Christ bestows 
upon his miniitters, to fit them Tor their office, like erery 
other mental endowment, may be, and are to be, by them im. 
proved, as taught by our Lord in the parable of the talenta. 
St. Paul BO instructs Timothy. " But watch thou in all 
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make 
fvM proof of thy ministry." (2 Tim. iv. 5,) But grace, 
or the renewal of gracious afiections in the heart, is not of 
man's either working or improving, but of the Lord the 
Spirit. 

t John vi, 58. 
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JxiTtg, IS " the bread which cometh down from 
that a man may eat thereof and not 
die." The grace of God is not therefore given 
for us to improve, but to cherish, nourish, and 
strengthen us, that we may always abound in 
|ie work of the Lord, that we may continue to 
tve upon Christ by faith, and " be strong in the 
grace thai is in Chiist Jesus;'* "Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might ;"' f 
^^ntbat " though our outward man perish, the 
^^■iward man" may be " renewed day by 
^^^pyi"^ and that tliereby "the man of God 
^^^uy be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
^^Hl^d works." § 

This was the gospel of the grace of God 
preached by St. Paul, by which he lived: "I 
am crucified with Christ : nevertheless I live ; 
yet Dot 1, but Christ liveth in me : and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me." || Grace, not 
to improve — that according to your Lordship's 
statement, so long as he did this he might 
continue in a state of justification, and through 
improvement the work of sanctification 
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miglit go on. No, he disclaims that which 
would frustrate the grace of God : " I do not 
frustrate the grace of God : fur if righteousness 
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." * 
Though he laboured, as he testified, more abund- 
antly than the otjier apostles, yet he ascribed 
not his labours to his improvement of the 
grace given, as though they made him " meet 
to receive more grace, or deserve grace of coti- 
gruity." '\ " Shrinking from a thought, as abhor- 
rent to his feelings, as dishonouring to God, he 
promptly adds, '* Yet not I, but the grace of God 
which is with me." ' ' But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace which was bestowed 
upon me was not in vain ; but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all ; yet not I, but the grace 
of Gorf which -was with me. "'I 

We may by prayer and watchfulness, by 
diligence in the use of appointed means, im- 
prove our spiritual privileges, or our religious 
opportunities, but not the grace of God's Holy 
Spirit, which sanctifies the means, and makes 
tbem profitable. It is not tlie means we em- 
ploy, but the renewing of the Holy Ghost by 
the means, that makes us more holy, more 
heavenly, and more abundantly fruitful ; and 
the greater the measure of our fruitfulness here, 
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the brighter we shall shine hereafter. " Every 
man shall be rewarded according to his works." 
" As one star differeth from another star in 
glory, so also is the resurrection of the dead." 
And as the degrees of magnitude among the 
starry host have their proportion and apportion- 
ment of the Lord, bo all the glory of the measure 
of the fulness of the saints belongeth unto God 
also, and shall be ascribed unto him ; they shall 
all " cast their crowns before the throne," and 
ly, " Thou art worthy, Lord, to receive 
[lory, and honour, and power : for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created ;" * and so the reward 
shall be not of debt, but of grace. 

But let us try the doctrine, by the effects which 
•aceworks andoperates, as laid down in thescrip- 
ture. Jesus Christ, in allusion to that day spoken 
of him by the prophets when he should pour out 
Jiis Spirit upon all flesh, the blessed fruits of his 
)ss and passion, comforted the hearts of his 
sorrowing disciples, by telling them it was ex- 
pedient for him to go away, for reasons he 
assigned : " Nevertheless I tell you the truth ; 
is expedient for you that I go away : for if I 
'o not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
f I depart, I will send him unto you. 
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And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
of sin, and of righleousuess, and of judgment ; 
* of sin, because they believe not on me ; of 
righteousness, because 1 go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more; of judgment, be_ 
cause the prince of this world is judged."* Hence 
we learn, which is also registered in the expe- 
rience of all them that know the Lord, that the 
first fruits of regeneration — the first evidence of 
the Spirit's work in the heart, is the conviction of 
sin. Guilt is laid upon the conscience, and sin 
becomes a burthen ; the anxious inquiry is eli- 
cited, " What shall I do to be saved ?" The 
Spirit points to CiirisL for righteousness, " Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved ;" by grace through faith he receives 
Christ, he finds rest unto his soul — the devil is 
despoiled of his prey — the prince of this world is 
judged. This is the Spirit's testimony of Christ, 
in the process of conversion. He leads into all 
truth ; by tlie grace of faith the believer receives 
Christ in his sacrifice for the pardon of his sin — 
Christ in his righteousness for the justification of 
his person — Christ in the power of the Spirit's 
miglit, to enable him to gain the victory over all 
his enemies, the world, the flesh, and tlie devil, 
lie glorifies Christ in all things. 
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Thus, in the ne^v birth, God the Holy 
Ghost gives unto all believers " the Spirit of 
wisdum and revelalion in the knowledge of 
him" — not a mere intellectual knowledge, by 
which they subscribe the evidences of Chris- 
tiauity — many have this who are not born 
again ; but that gracious knowledge which 
slays the enmity of the carnal mind, sub- 
dues the will, changes the heart, sanctifies the 
aS'ections — by which old things have passed away, 
behold all things are become new — which, though 
they " were sometime darkness," now makes 
them " ligjit in the Lord." The soul feels a new 
impulse—moves under a new influence; it is the 
new man in Christ Jesus, which lives not after 
the flesh, hut after the Spirit. This argues spi- 
ritual life. For faith is a spiritual act; action 
denotes motion, motion implies life, and motion 
in the. ways of God bespeaks spiritual life, or 
the life of God in the soul ; and this is the very 
first gift of his grace and his mercy, as above 
shown ; " But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, ' by grace ye are saved.' "* 
And hence, in the following part of this chap- 
St. Paul contends, that in all them that 
• Eph. ii. 1-5. 
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are regenerate there is not only a change of 
nature, but a change of state — God thereby 
effects a change of nature, " For we are bis 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them ;" * and also a 
change of state, — " Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God ; 
and are built upon the foundation of tlie apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner-atone ; in whom all the building, fitly 
framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord : in whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit." f 
Such is the nature, such are the properties of rege- 
neration laid down in scripture, and that such are 
the fruits and effects in the regenerate, we have 
the testimony of all believers to prove ; and 
that such are not the fruits, nor the effects of bap- 
tism by water, we have a volume of evidence to 
substantiate — a cloud of witnesses — all of whom 
have been so baptized, but remain, nevertheless, 
impenitent, unbelieving, earthly, sensual, devilish, 
" dead in trespasses and sins, having no hope, 
and without God in the world." Baptism is 
therefore not regeneration. 
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We shall examiue, secondly. Sacramental Jus- 
tification. It is contended by your Lordship, 
" that there is no justification without the inter- 
vention of the sacraments," and " that baptism 
is instrum en tally connected with justification." 
How is it then, in the eleventh Article, " justifi- 
cation by faith," adduced by you in support of 
that position, that there Is no mention made at 
all of water baptism, nothing in the most distant 
allusion to it? If justification stood In such near 
relationship to baptism, so near that the one 
could not obtain without the intervention of the 
-admitting that the sacrament was only 

ttrumentally connected with it, — how is it to be 
accounted for, that our pious reformers should 
not have noticed it — liow is it that they did not 
iTonounce the one to be the vehicle of the other ? 

hat reason can be assigned for their having 
ised by in silence so important an article in 
,t creed 1 What, but because no such teacliing 

to be found in the word of God, no such testi- 

tony seen in the walks of Christendom, but 
thousands of examples to substantiate the fact, 
that the water in baptism does not convey the 
grace of faith, that faith is not inseparably con- 
nected with it, nor dependent upon it, or there 
would not be so many baptized infidels, so many 
whose Christianity is nowhere to be seen but in 
imal register. 



But what is justification ? It is a sinner's ac- 
ceptance with God. What is the material of that 
justification? It is the righteousness of Christ. 
What is the instrument of appropriation by which 
that righteousness becomes his own ? It is faith. 
And what is the efficient cause of that faith ? It 
is of the operation of the Spirit of God, " For we 
through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteous- 
ness by faith :" * it is God the Holy Ghost, who 
also sanctifieth all the elect people of God : it is 
the same Spirit which operates in the sanctifica- 
tion and justification of a sinner, and at one and 
the same time, with this difference, — the one is 
finished and perfect, *'an act of God," according to 
your Lordship's quotation of Barrow, "terminated 
upon a man as a final object of saving mercy ;" the 
otiier is progressive, and works on unto perfec- 
tion : the one is the basis and plea of the other : 
the one comprises the work wliich Christ has 
done for us — the other, that which Christ works 
within us. 

Such is the difference between justification and 
sanctification, the neglect of observing which dis- 
tinction involves endless confusion. The righte- 
ousness of Christ is perfect, and where imputed, 
the justification is finished and complete, nothing 
can add to or diminish from it ; and if made over 
to us by faitli, is like Christ, its author, " the 
* Gal. V. 5, 



same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ;" but saiic- 
tification, or tKat holiness which Is carried on by 
the Holy Ghost, through tlie etriviugs of the 
Spirit of God with the corrnpt nature even of 
regenerate men, is gradual and progressive, 
though as powerful in its operation, and as sure 
in its results, as the justification, or the rock of 
ages on which it is built. 

I find it the more difficult to account for tiie 
inference drawn by your Lordsliip, because your 
exposition of the eleventh Article, and your re- 
marks upon it, are at once so lucid and clear. 
You state most scripturally, that we are justified 
not by faith, but through faith; that a justified 
person is accounted righteous before God, and 
has received remission of his sins, and that " by 
God himself," of his free mercy, for the merits of 
Jesus Christ alone, and through faith as the me- 
dium of appropriation. You fill us with admira- 
tion and delight, when you draw the fine line of 
distinction between the righteousness of Christ 
for us wrought by his obedience for our justifica- 
tion, and the righteousness wrought in us hy his 
Spirit unto sanctification of life ; and that we are 
not justified by the righteousness wrought in us 
in whole or in part. The following paragraph in 
your Lordship's Charge is beautiful ; — " Righte- 
ousness, in a qualified sense, is imparted by the 
ame grace which justifies: but this inherent 



rigliteousness does not constitute justification, 
either wholly or in part. Our Article says, not 
that we are made righteous, but tliat we are 
counted righteous before God. If indeed we 
are made righteous, we must of course be ac- 
counted righteous; but it does not follow, con- 
versely, that if we are accounted righteous, we 
must be made so. The notion that God accounts - 
us righteous, by reason and for the sake of any 
actual righteousness, wrought in us by infused 
and inherent grace, seems to be irreconcilable 
with the language of our Article, ' only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
not for our own works and deservings :' ' by faith 
only,' or, as the Homily expresses it, ' by only 
faith,' that is, freely and gratuitously, without 
works, according to St. Paul's statement." 

In this your exposition of the Article, my Lord, 
and your explanatory remarks, you afford us a 
clear view of the scripture doctrine of justification 
by faith. You point out the great first cause of 
all, — God himself; the actuating motive, raexcy, 
free mercy, " freely and gratuitously, without 
works;" the object of it, man "altogether un- 
worthy," and " a pure object of mercy ;" and with 
these, the ground upon which God deals out that 
mercy, " only for tlie merit of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ," " for he was made sin for us 
who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
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righteousness of God in liira," and " tliat God 
might be just and the justifier of the ungodly ;" 
lastly, the medium of application, " faith," that 
faith which is of the operation of God, " for ye are 
all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus." 
All who are in the faith of Christ Jesus, then, 

'e in a state of justification, and justified once, 
mustbe justified forever; if once a man is counted 
righteous before God, through the righteousness 
of Christ imputed by faith, which constitutes his 
justification, his acquittal before the tribunal of 
God, what shall after that drag him into con- 
demnation ? " who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ V * The motive is the same, tlie free 
mercy of God : the meritorious cause the same, 
the righteousness of Christ : the agent the same, 
e Spirit of God, who wrought the grace whicli 
in him through Christ Jesus, and for his sake 
ly ; and unless the Triune Jehovah, which it 
would be impious to affirm is a changeable, and 
so, an imperfect Being, and may see cause to alter 
hia purpose and his plan, justification must abide ; 
so, St.Paul says "Much more then, being nowjiis- 
ttfied by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

luch more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 

* Rom. viLi. 33— 39. 



his life. Ami not only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesua Christ, by whom we 
have now received tlie atonement,"* To the 
sanie effect are those words in the epistle to the 
Hebrewa, " For by one offering he hath perfected 
for ever them that are sanctified." j' 

But how with this statement are we to recon- 
cile or understand what your Lordship intends in 
that part of your Charge wliere you say, " Justi- 
fication begins in baptism?" If you mean by that, 
that it is not perfect, but is dependent upon some- 
thing else to perfect it, wliat is that something 
else? and from whence must it come? " Not of 
man, not of works, least any man should boast.'' 
No, as your Lordship argues, not even " by any 
actual righteousness inwrought in us, by renew- 
ing and sanctifying grace." This you properly 
maintain to be inconsistent with the language of 
the Article ; but still if the righteousness of Christ 
imputed and received by faith, does not com- 
pletely justify, what will make it more perfect ? 
Is it imputed only in part? What part remains 
yet to be imputed, and upon what principle? Is 
it imputed conditionally, upon the ground of our 
using or improving the grace given? Then that 
part so to be imputed will be for the sake of our 
own works, and not only for the merit of our 
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iord and Saviour Jesus Clirist. Are we to re- 
ceive tills as your Loriisliip's opinion ?* 

In your Cliarge, speaking in reference to using 
|ind improving the grace received, you add, "As 
long as he does this he continues in a state of 
Hustificafion." According to this position, the 
Jfersion of the doctrine is on this wise — "So long 
3 any man uses and improves the grace given, 
I. e. BO long as by the deeds of the law, or by his 
works, he improves the grace given, the work of 
sanclification by the Spirit goes on, i. e. so long 
as a man does good, the Spirit sanctifies him, — 
|ie is sanctified for his works; and so long, and 
iger, he is in a justified state. Thus, jus- 
'tification is made to depend upon sanctification, 
and sanctification upon the improvement of our 
graces, and the improvement of our graces upon 

' In note A, it is remarked by your Lordsliip, tliat your 
■purpose in tliis Charge is lo point out as clearly as may be, 
" what the doctrine of the Church of England is," " and not 
to discuss the truth of the doctrine itself." Is this to be re- 
ceived as an adtniBsion that your Lordship's purpose is only 
to show " what the doctrine of the Church of England is ;" 
and whether it be true, or not true, is " beside the purpose ? '' 
If you did not believe it to be /rue, would jou coniend for it ? 
If you believed it was not /rite, you would not defend an un- 
gcriptural church. Does not the maintaining the doctrine, 
therefore, imply your belief that the doctrine is true? It 
appears to me from hence, that in debating the one you hold 
to the other. 
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the legitimate discharge of our duties, or our 
works; it follows, consequently, — the inference 
is irresistible, — upon our own works depends our 
justiiication, or man is justified by works. And 
thus most unexpectedly we find ourselves in the 
hands of the law, " by which no flesh living can 
be justified;" for at last, justification conies and 
goes by the deeds of the law ; the works of man 
are made, if not the meritorious, yet the efficient 
cause of his acceptance with God, and Justifica- 
tion unto life. Is this according to St. Paul's 
doctrine? " But after that the kindness and love 
of God our Saviour toward man appeared. Not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, 
hut according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost ; wliich he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour ; that being 
jiistified hy his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life." * 

Let US further examine faith in its operations 
and results. Faith jusiijies ; when I say faith, 
I mean faith in the grace thereof, and the object 
on which it acts, which is Christ, as above, " being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life :" thus also 
by faith we are made children of God, heirs and 
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t lieirs together with Christ. Faith brings 
ze; " being justified by faithj we liave peace 
with God tlirough our Lord Jesus Christ ;" * we 
have peace in our own souls, because reconciled 
unto God, whereas before we were enemies, as in 
verse 10, " For if when we were enemies," &c. 
By faith we have access unto God, and hold spi- 
itual communion with hira, access with boldness 
a throne of grace by Christ Jesus, by whom 
I were first brought into this gracious state, 
" by whom also we have access by faith into this 
grace, wherein we stand and rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God." t Faith fills the heart with 
joy and gladness, and works by love, " for the 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy 
jGhost." A sense of God's pardoning love and 
tercy, some good hope that he has translated us 
ito the kingdom of his Son by grace here, and 
that we shall ever be with the Lord hereafter, fill 
the believer's soul with love to God, a delight in 
his service, and make his service to be the most 
perfect freedom. And the more sensible his ap- 
prehension of this truth, the more deeply rooted 
and grounded in love will he be, and the more 
abundant in every good word and work. " Every 
in that hath this hope in him purifieth himself. 
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even as he is pure," * Faith overcomes the world. 
This is another and indigenous property of a true 
and justifying faith, and a further evidence of 
the Spirit that works it. " Whatsoever is bom 
of God overcometh the world : and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who" is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?"t 
Such are the operations, and such the results of 
a justifying faitli. 

And now, iii appealing to your Lordship's ac- 
quaintance with scripture, and your knowledge 
of mankind, may I be permitted to ask, do any 
such effects ensue on baptismal justification ? If 
there be any justification in that ordinance — any 
grace inherent or instrumen tally connected with 
that sacrament — its power and its properties 
must go forth: " By their fruits ye shall know 
them." Do all who have been brought to the 
baptismal font believe in Christ to the saving of 
their souls? Are they reconciled in their hearts 
unto God ? Have they peace? Are they filled 
with joy and gladness, from " a good hope 
through grace" that their sin is pardoned, and 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God 1 Do 
they love, honour, and fear God ? Do all those 
who bear the mark of the cross outwardly on 

' 1 John iii. 3. f 1 John v. 4, 5. 
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their foreheads, bear it inwardly on their hearts, 
and become crucified unto the world, and the 
world unto them ? Is any auch change — any 
ach transformation, effected ? Are any such 
motives and principles brought into operation 7 
re any such fruits and effects produced by bap- 
ismal justification ? It is evident that the water 
II baptism does not generate the grace of rege- 
neration, nor impart inatrumentally the Spirit of 
ith, "without whicii no flesh living can be jus- 
ied." I am constrained, therefore, with both 
hands to hold up before your Lordship my 
mn protest against the doctriue of baptismal 
;eneration and sacramental justification, as 
versive of the faith of Christ, aud tlie truth 
God's holy word. 



[Secondly. — It was not the doctrine of apostles 
I the primitive ages of Christianity. I see no- 
liing, I must confess, in the word of God, to 
justify the opinion that the apostles ol' our Lord 
preached the doctrine of " sacramental baptism " 
sacramental justification. That they and all 
telievers received and highly appreciated bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper, the two sacraments 
which Christ ordained for his church, there is 
Abundant evidence to prove : but that they con- 
■ed, or were taught to consider, that- they 
«re regenerate or justified, either by the one 



or the other, has no place in the scripture. The 
Lord's Supper was to them a feast of rejoicing — 
to the strengthening and refreshing of their souls 
— not that they looked for that, to any myste- 
rious impregnation of the symbols, but to the 
blessing of the Lord in that communion, " hold- 
ing the mystery of tlie faitli in a pure conscience." 
It may be usefuk here to inquire, what is meant 
by a sacrament? Tiie term is derived from the 
Latin word " sacramentum," which in Greek is 
" /tuerrjjptov," which means a mystery or secret. 
What, then, is the secret or mystery in the ordi- 
nance of baptism ? It is regeneration, or the 
baptism of the Spirit, which is Ckrisfs baptism, 
according to the witness of John. " I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance : but he 
that cometli after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear : he sliall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost and witli fire." * And 
Jesus Christ ordained that water sboiild be used 
in that sacrament as a sign and a pledge to as- 
sure us thereof, as Peter testified. f " Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is 
unto you, and to your cliildreu, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call." 

» Malt iii. II. t Acts ii. !i», 30. 



Peter here assumed not to liimBelf the power of 
regeneration, but ascribed it to God. Water, 
the outward jiait or form in baptism, may be, 
yea, must be, variously considered, as the cir- 
cumstances vary in the subjects to whom it is to 
be administered. lu adults, who believed before 
they were baptized, it was a seal of the faitli 
they had in Jesus, and to them, on the part of 
Christ, it was the pledge of his love who had by 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost previously 
brought them into this state of salvation. In 
infants, who are incapable of exercising either 
repentance or faith, it must be otherwise. In 
the early ages of Christianity, wlien tlie heads of 
families were converted unto Christ, they hail 
their children baptized in his name also. There 
is not a single instance upon record in the New 
Testament of the descendants of christian pa- 
rents having been baptized in adult years. And 
whole families were baptized at one time, as in 
the case of Cornelius, Lydia, the Philippian 
jailer, and others. In infant baptism, therefore, 
water was a sign and a memorial — a sign b}' 
which they were admitted within the outward pale, 
and to all the privileges and ordinances of the pro- 
fessing church on earth; and a memorial of Christ's 
baptism, whose priestly office and high prerogative 
alone it is, to baptize with the Holy Ghost aud 
with fire. It was a pledge on the part of all 
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those parents who so dedicated their children to 
God, that they would train them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord ; teach them, so 
soon as they should be able to learn, what had 
been done for them in that ordinance, and what 
was designed by it ; that water was an emblem, 
and an emblem only, of the Spirit, " the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost," 
which Christ alone could give them, and urge 
upon them their duty to believe in him, and 
worship him, and become his faithful soldiers 
and servants to their lives' end. It was also, 
in all that bare it, the outward sign of their 
christian profession, the badge of the cross of 
Christ. 

After this, in riper years, if they believed 
and continued in the faith of Christ, and ex- 
hibitrd a corresponding testimony in their life 
and conversation, they were admitted to the 
Lord's Supper. And who can read the account 
St. Luke gives,* of the religious customs and 
practices of primitive CInislians, without being 
struck with the simplicity and sincerity of 
primeval Christianity. In their breaking of 
bread, and praising God, they enjoyed the com- 
munion of the body and blood of Clirist — they 
showed forth the death of tlie Lord till his 
coming agnin — they received l/ie sacm7nent in the 
* Actsii. 46, 47. 



Lord's Slipper. Tiiey had inwardly in their own 
hearts, grace, the thing signified, while, in com- 
memurafion of this pledge of the love of Christ, 
and in obedience to his word, they made use of 
the onlwsrd sign. 

This was also a seal to thera, of the pro- 
mise of God made to the church in that sacra- 
ment. I presume, my Lord, you will allow, 
that if any impenitent or unbelieving person, 
— Simon Magus, for instance, who, though bap- 
tized with water, was pronounced to be in the 
very "gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity," — 
had associated himself with the church in the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper, that he would 
not have rightly received that sacrament, or have 
derived any benefit therefrom, not having the 
faith of Christ or the grace of God in his heart. 
For it 13 essential to a sacrament, that there 
be the presence of two things, the outward sign 
and the inward thing signified ; and rightly to 
receive it, to have both. Here, however, were 
the symbols without the grace of the ordinance, 
and thorefore no sacnimont, but only the out- 
ward sign of it — the form of it without the power 
— and 30 no identity between them. By this, 
at least, it is evident, that the outward sign of 
that sacrament does not convey grace or gender 
faith. 

It is by the same rule, we would e.Yamine 
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, determine upon the sacrament of I 
You assert, my Lord, tliat there is no justifica- 
tion " without the intervention of sacraments," 
and that "justification begins in baptism." In 
the case of Simon Magus we have an instance of 
baptism without justification, which could not 
have obtained, if baptismal water justiiied. Ana- 
nias, Sapphira, and others, are instances of the 
same, who were not regenerate, though baptized. 
And the scripture affords us examples out of 
number, of persons who were Justified before they 
were baptized. Indeed, in tlie first ages of the 
christian sera none of adult years were baptized 
but those who believed, or professed to believe, 
in Christ. If we are justified by faith alone, 
then those who believed were justified and 
counted righteous before God. And as they be- 
lieved before they were baptized, so before they 
were baptized with water they were justified, 
and their justification did not begin in their 
baptism. 

Had the intervention of sacraments ordained 
by Christ been so absolutely necessary to 
salvation, would the Holy Ghost in so many 
instances, nay, in any one instance, have eflTected 
the work of regeneration, and consequently, jus- 
tification, without such sacramental intervention ? 
There is no schism in the holy, blessed, and 
glorious Trinity. What the Father wills, the 
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Son ordains, the Holy G]iost teatifies. Had tbe 
sign of water iu baptism been first necessary — 
had it been essentially invested with such super- 
natural properties — the Holy Ghost had not rege- 
nerated Cornelius without it ; but we read that 
the preaching of Jesus by Peter was acknow- 
ledged by the Holy Ghost, and Cornelius be- 
lieved and was justified before he was baptized, 
and was then baptized as a sign that he believed, 
and a seal that he was a follower of the Holy 
Jesus. "Then answered Peter, Can anymanforhid 
water, that these should not be baptized which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ? 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord." * 

A similar exemplification of the same scrip- 
ture truth we read in the conduct of Piiilip 
with the eunuch. Philip found him reading the 
word of God; Philip preached Jesus unto him; 
the word was blessed by the Spirit of God ; the 
eunuch believed. Upon the strength of tliis 
Philip baptized him, " And Philip said, If 
thou helievest with all thine heart, thou mayesf. 
And he answered and said, / believe that Jesus 
is the Son of God. And he commanded 
the chariot to stand alill: and they went down 
both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ; 
* Actsx. 44— 48. 
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and he baptized him.' * Had there been nojusti- 
ficdtioa without the intervention of sacraments, 
the thief on tlie cross had been in hopeless case. 
But Jesus Christ, who had ordained the sacra- 
ments of his church to be servants and not mas- 
ters, though the dying man had not been bap- 
tized with water, said unto him, "This dayshalt 
thou be with me in paradise." 

Neitherfrom the generalciiaracterof theapostle's 
ministrations do we find that any such idolatrous 
importance was attached to the ordinance. Bap- 
tism, primarily, was administered toadult believers, 
and was to them what St. Paul says circumcisiou 
was to Abraham ; they received the sign of bap- 
tism as a seal of the righteousness of the faith, 
wliieh they had, being yet unbaptized. Circum- 
cision was tJie outward sign or seal of the cove- 
nant Gud made with Abraham; and it was 
given uiito Abraham, not before he believed, but 
after he believed — not as a necessary instrument 
by wiiicli he might believe, but as " a seal of the 
faith which he had being yet uncircumcised," by 
which faith he was justified, his faith being counted 
to him for righteousness. "Cometh this blessedness 
then upon the circumcision only, or upon the 
uucircumciaion also ? for we say that faith was 
i-eckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How 
* Acts viii. 37, 38. 



was it then reckoned? when he was in circum- 
cision or 10 un circumcision ? Not in circumci- 
sion, but in uncircumcision. And he received 
the sign of circumcisioD, a seal of the righteous- 
ness of the faith which he had yet being uncir- 
cumcised : that he might he the father of all them 
that believe, though they be not circumcised ; tiiat 
righteousness might be imputed unto them also."* 
Now in Spirit the Abrahamic and Christian co- 
venant is the same, salvation by grace, through 
faith, the latter extending to Gentile as well as Jew. 
Such is the argument made use of by St. Paul, 
" That the bleHsing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ ; that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through 
faith.'^ The medium of justification is here said to 
be faith and not water, "That we might receive 
thepromise of ike Spirit by faith;" and afterwards, 
*' For ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus." f " And if ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 
thepromise." Isjustification here effected through 
the intervention of sacraments? I see nothing 
to warrant such assertion. That this was not 
according to the opinion of St. Paul, is clear 
from what he says in his epistle to the Romans, 
" For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ; 
• Rom. iv. 9—11. t Gal. iii. 26— ii9. 
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neither is that cireumciaion, which is outward in 
the flesh : but he is a Jew, which is one in- 
wardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the Spirit, and not in the letter ; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God. 

" Now that justification by baptism was 
not the doctrine and practice of apostles in 
the primitive church, we have the whole 
volume oF their ministerial labours to prove. 
How did they enter upon their ministry — by 
preaching the doctrine of baptism, or by preach- 
ing Christ? The first gospel sermon was that 
by Peter. He preached Christ, "repentance to- 
wards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ."t 
And then exhorted to baptism as a seal of their 
repentance and faith : their justification did not 
begin in baptism, but in receiviog the word of 
Christ by faith. " Tlien they that gladly 
received Ms word were baptized : and the same 
day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.""}" Were the healing and con- 
version of the man lame from his motlier's womb, 
who sat at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, 
wrought even instrumentally by baptism, or the 
name of Christ? That this man was regenerate and 
believed in Jesus, yea, that it was through Jhith^ 
he was made whole — i\\e. faith which is by Christ, 
• Actsii. t Acts ii. 41. 



the gift of God, St. Paul unequivocally declares, 
"And his name t] trough faith in hisnaviehsXh. made 
tliis man strong, wliom ye see and know ; yea, the 
faith which is by him, (by the Spirit of Christ,) 
hath given him this perfect soundness in the pre- 
sence of you all."* His justification did not 
begin iu haptism — neither was it by the interven- 
tion of any sacrament. It does not appear that 
he was baptized with water at all ; however that 
may be, it was after he believed and was jus- 
tified. Indeed, in all their apostolical move- 
ments and ministrations, baptism seems to have 
been placed in, and made to occupy its subordi- 
nate, its proper position. Their object was the 
conversion of sinners unto God, whether Jew or 
Gentile; and the instrument they employed unto 
that end, was the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
is the power of God unto salvation. There Is 
not one instance of the apostles having suffered 
persecution for baptizing the people, but many 
for preaching the Gospel of Christ. The preach- 
ing of the word, under the blessing of God, was 
the instrument by which " believers were the more 
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women."")" By the word they believed, and belieo- 
ing, were added to the church. When Peter and 
the other apostles were brought before the coun- 
cil, the charge preferred against them, was not 

• Acts iii, 16. t Acts v. 14. 



baptizing in the name of Jesus, but leaching " in 
this name," and filling "Jerusalem with their 
doctrine.'" And though with threats tbey were 
commanded no more to "speak in ihe name of 
Jesus," nothing daunted, they forthwith ad- 
dressed themselves to the chief object of their 
mission, "and daily in the temple, and in eve y 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ."* However useful, profitable, and neces- 
sary baptism might be, as a badge of Christianity 
— a sign of discipleship, and a seal of Christian 
com m union ^they knew that no creature — no 
sacramental sign — no baptismal water could re- 
generate or justify — could ciiange the heart of 
man, turn him from sin unto righteousness, or 
from Satan unto God ; they knew that such was 
not the mind of Christ in the ordinance — they 
proved in their own ministry that the outward 
administration of it produced no such effects, for 
" many who had been baptized, afterwards went 
out from them because they were not of tliem."t 
They knew that it was second, and secondary in 
their commission, they gave themselves there- 
fore wholly to the ministry, the preacliing the 
word, and in obedience to the will of their Lord, 
went " into all the world and preached the Gos- 
pel to every creature." And as many as received 
the faith of Christ they baptized — and they who 
* AclH V. 42. f 1 John Si. 19. 
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believed were saved. What then waa convereioflt-^ 
to the faith of Christ, the first obj 
ministry of apostles, and was tlie preached word 
the instrument used and blessed to that end ? Did 
they teach the people first to believe, that they 
might be justified by faith, and after that bap- 
tize them — did they thus hold the doctrine of jus- 
ficatiou before baptism? Did many pj-ofess to be- 
lieve, and upon that receive the ordinance of 
baptism by water, and afterwards by apostasy 
prove that they had not the Spirit of Christ, and 
were never justified ? Did Peter say to the 
water-baptized Simon IVIagus, "Thou hast no 
part or lot in this matter, for thy heart is not 
right in the sight of God ?" Then baptismal re- 
generation, or baptismal justification, was not the 
doctrine of the apostles in the primitive ages of 
Christianity, which brings with it a further con- 
firmation of the Scripture fact, that baptism is 
not regeneration — that regeneration, and justifi- 
cation, are neither the one nor the other, inse- 
parably connected with, or necessarily dependent 
upon, the water, the outward sign or form in that 
sacrament. 



Thirdly, — Baptismal reyeneration and sacra- 
mental justification are contrary to thej4rticles and 
Liturgy of the established, or protesiant reformed 
church in England. — In addressing myselfto this 
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> tlie fol- 



part of the subject, I can but advert to 

your Lordsliip's Cliarge, 



lowing depositic 
where you say, " I have already observed, that 
in the interpretation of tlie Articles which relate 
more immediately to doctrine, our surest guide 
is the Liturgy. It may safely be pronounced of 
any ejcplanation of au Article which caunot be 
reconciled with the plain language of the Offices 
for public worship, that it ia not the doctrine of 
the church." * In matters of doubtful disputa- 
tion, my Lord, I do not think the rule holds good, 
it seems rather to stand in a reverse ratio, the 
weight seems to me to be in the opposite scale. 
The thirty-nine Articles of the Church are the 
standard of her doctrines, the arbiter of her sacra- 
ments, the guardian of her constitution, and the 
bulwark of her security. They are as such pro- 
posed to every candidate for holy orders, and by 
all subscribed as the bond of their creed, and 
the rule of their ministrations. The thirty-nine 
Articles do not appeal to the Liturgy, or her for- 
mularies for their truth and authority, but have 

* In the additional note on page 23 of your Lordship's 
Charge, you say that your remark was confined to " one of 
the Articles;" I cannot say that such was the impression 
made on my mind by the text. Your expression is, " The in- 
terpretation of the Articles," &c., and " any explanation of 
aa Arlick," &C-, and doI t/te Article. The application appeared 
to me to be general, and to mean the explanation of any 
Artick. 



in all things the pre-eraiaence; if any question 
arise, their appeal is to God, and the word of his 
testimony. If, therefore, wiiat 1 am not willing 
to admit, there be any question of controversy 
between the Articles and Liturgy of our church, 
to which is every conscientious minister to look 1 
Which of the twain, where a difference may occur, 
is he to consider the right interpretation of the 
word of God ? Siiall he force upon the Articles 
a meaning they cannot bear, to bring them down 
into an agreement with the Offices; or so inter- 
pret the Offices that they may respond to the 
voice of the Articles 1 If we are to choose be- 
tween the two, surely the Articles have a right 
to the preference. In such a case as this, there- 
fore, I cannot hold that " in the interpretation of 
the Articles, which relate more particularly to 
doctrine, our surest guide is the Liturgy;" but, 
on the contrary, " in our interpretation" of the 
Liturgy, " our surest guide is" the Articles. And 
also " it may safely be pronounced of any expla- 
nation of" our Offices " which cannot be recon- 
ciled with" the plain common-sense interpretation 
of our Articles, " that it is not the doctrine of the 
church." As the highest authority of our church, 
for the true doctrine of baptism and justification, 
I appeal first to the Articles. And here I would 
observe, by the way, that as all the Articles are 
drawn up, not for children, but for adult people, as 
E 2 



such only arc capable of receiving them ; so that' 
respecting baptism, while it recommends the rite 
to be administered to infants, was framed pri- 
marily and principally for those who should come 
to be baptized in riper years.* This is beyond 
all exception, as we shall presently see from the 
substance of it. But let us view, 1st. The ninth 
Article. This article treats of original sin, of the 
indwelling of sin in men after they are regene- 
rated, and concludes " there is no condemnation 
for them that believe and are baptized." Here, 
in the very threshold, the Article presupposes 
faith in the baptized ; they believed first, and 
upon the profession of their faith were admitted 
to baptism ; it is the baptism of an adult, justified 
by faith, here spoken of, for which the office of 
our church was provided, entitled, " The minis- 
tration of baptism to such as are of riper years, 
and able to answer for themselves." In the note 
F. it is observed by your Lordship, in confirma- 
tion, that the Latin Article is not " believe and 
are baptized," but " renatis et credentibus." This 
alters the case widely, and according to this ver- 



• Tlie ordinance of infant baptism was administered very 
differently from tlie present formulary in the reigns of Ed- 
ward VI. and Queen Elizabeth. Considerable alterations 
were introduced into that service in the reign of James, 
and perhaps also in the last review of the Liturgy in the 



year 1 



61. 
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sion the Article has nothiug to do with baptUiii 
whatever, but runs thus : " There is no condem- 
nation to them tiiat are born again and believe. "* 
Such is the order in which the Spirit of God 
operates: it first regenerates, or engenders spi- 
ritual life, " You hath he quickened;" and then 
justifies, or genders tlie grace of faith, by which 
we are justified. There is no justification before 
faith, — no faith before regeneration. What is 
faith, and whence is it? It is a spiritual act, and 
the gift of God. Jesus said unto his disciples, 
" It is given to you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom."')" And again, "Therefore said I unto 
you, that no man can come unto me, except it 
were given unto Iiim of my Father." J And St. 
Paul preached the same : " For uuto you it is 
(/iven in the behalf of Christ, nut only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for hia sake." And 
how is that faith operated 1 It is by grace — " By 
grace ye are saved through faith." Grace in the 
heart is like the dew on the ground ; when the 
sun arises, the dew, its genial and refreshiug 
properties being deposited, is exhaled, and the 



* It is clear that in the Latin original the meaning 
was not " baptized," but " born again ;" the same " expres- 
sion," " in renatis,'' occurring above in the same Article, 
being there rendered " rcgeiierale." The error is in ihe 
translation. 

t Matt, xiii, II. t John vl, 6JJ 
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earth is replenished. So when Jesus Christ the 
Sun of righteoupness arises upon a soul hedewed 
with grace, the grace having imparted its vital 
and renewing influences, he exiialea the dew, 
draws up the gracious soul to its kindred heaven : 
the new-born man believes, and believing, re- 
joicea with joy unspeakable and full of glory ; and 
faith is to him " the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen." 

This Article, therefore, does uot favour the opi* 
nion of baptismal regeneration either way. If 
we take the English version, faith is before bap- 
tism ; if the Latin, the person is first born again 
of the Spirit, after that he believes and is justi- 
fied by faith. 

lOM Article. — " Wherefore we have no power 
to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, 
without the grace of God by Christ preventing 
ui, that we may have a good will, and working 
with us when we have that good will." — Accord- 
ing to the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, 
they who have been baptized by water, have then 
given to them the grace of God, which changes 
the heart, sanctifies the will, and predisposes in 
favour of good. " Gratia Dei (quse per Christum 
est) nos preveniente ut veliraus." May I ask 
your Lordship, does experience jitstify the asser- 
tion in reference to Infant baptism ? Does every 
baptized child evince the disposition to ilo good 
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"ad pietatia opera facienda," or a natural prefer- 
ence to evil? The Article goes on to ascribe 
to grace, not only the will, but the power to do 
and coutiriiie to do good, " working with us when 
we have tliat good will," — " et cooperante dum 
volumus," — helping and strengthening us to do 
good; grace not awaiting any improvement of 
man's working, to render it either available or 
availing. This Article surely recognizes neither 
regeneration by baptism, nor any improvement 
on the part of man, of the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation. Indeed, had bajitisuial grace* 
been the doctrine of the Church of England, 
there had been no place for this Article — it had 
been superfluous. 

llM Article. " We are accounted righteous 
before God, only for tlie merit of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for 



* " It is a certain and true docU'irie a^ all bucIi as profess 
tlie Gospel, tliat the outward signs of tlie sacrament do not 
contain grace ; neither yet chat the grace of God is tied to 
them : but only that they be seals of God's promises ; notes 
uf Christianity ; testimonies and effectual signs of the grace 
of God, and of our redemption in Christ Jesus. And tliere 
is Bucii a similitude between the signs and the thing signi- 
fied, that tbey are in scripture usually called by the names 
of those things whereof they be the sacraments; as bread, 
the body of Christ ; and water, regeneration." — Archbishop 
Whitgift's Defence, p. 378. 
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our owD works or deservings. Wherefore, that 
we are justified by ffiitli only, ia a most whole- 
some doctrine," How can this apply to infant 
baptism? — infanta are incapable of believing— 
but if "justification begins in baptism" — when 
infants are baptized they are justified, and in 
that case it must be before faith, and without 
faith.* And what does this baptismal justi- 
fication profit them ? How many are there, 
who, when grown to mature years deny the 
faith, and deride or abuse the religion of Christ! 
Were such ever justified before Gud? I antici- 
pate the objection ; there are those who will say 
they fell from grace; they were not true to 
their baptismal engagements, or did not make 
a proper use of the grace given. A serious 
charge this against little children who begin 
to sin very early, and an impeacJiment of the 
grace of God, which in that case is not suffi- 
cient for them. It must be first proved, how- 
ever, that the grace of God was given in that 
ordinance. I do not mean to say, that grace 
cannot be then given. I would not so shorten 
the arm of God, or limit the Holy One of Israel. 



• If children die in their infancy, before llity can have 
done either gouJ or evil, they are saved, by lUe grace of 
God, through the atoning hliiod of Jesus Christ, which mercy 
hail been extended to tliem, wheiher baptized or not ; the 
Koiiiunisis arc so far intlulatnt in rclerLiiti; tu sacrameuts. 



God may set the seal of Ins spirit ou infancy 
as well as manhood ; the times and seasons 
*' which tlie Father hath put in his own power," 
are u.it revealed to us. But one thing is cer- 
tain : they wlio have the Spirit will bring forth 
llie fruits of the Spirit. But is it so universally, 
and necessarily ? Are the first buddings of 
childhood in favour of it 1 is it not rati.ei a fact 
that the first imagination of the thougiits of 
their hearts ia evil, and only evil continually 1" 
— but, over and above that, if their justification 
depended upon a right use of sacramental grace, 
or aught else that is in themselves, they must 
by works deserve it, and they would be justified 
by inhereut grace, which is contrary to your 
Lordship's upiuiou, by their works, and not 
made righteous before God " only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ciirist by faith." 
Baptismal justification is not, therefore, the doc- 
trine of this Article. 

I3th Article. " Works done before the grace 
of Christ, and the inspiration of his Spirit, are 
not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring 
not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither do they make 
men meet to receive grace, or (as the school- 
authors say) deserve graee of cougruity ; yea 
ratlier, for that they art: not done us God hath 
willed and commanded tlieui to be done, we 
doubt not but tiiey have tlie nature of sin." 



But if justifying grace be given unto chiidren in 
their baptism, before tliey know how to think, 
or speak, or act, how can they do any works 
before the grace of Christ? If this Article con- 
templated every baptized infant aa regenerate, 
would it speak of works done before the grace 
of Christ? How can any one be born again with- 
out the Spirit of God, without grace ? If they 
are born again, they have grace ; how then can 
any works be done by them, " before the grace 
of Christ and the inspiration of his Spirit?" 
Indeed, if grace came by water-baptism, in a 
christian country, where, generally speaking, the 
whole population are brouglit to the baptismal font 
iu their infancy — works done 6c/bre the grace o^ 
Christ would be a contradiction, and an impossibi- 
lity. All would be made children oFGod in their 
baptism, and soall would be eternallysaved. There 
is nothing in this Article of our church, therefore, 
to give countenance to baptismal regeneration. 

We come next to the " 17th Article," of 
' ' Predestination and Election. " I do not 
bring this forward with a view to controversy. 
I hold the doctrine of election, my Lord, 
which I believe you know, because I consider 
it to be according to God's holy word ; oup 
reformers held the same ; it is one of the thirty- 
nine Articles which they drew up, (and how any 
one can subscribi; thein, and not believe it, is 
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a solemn matter between God and tlieir own 
conscience, awaiting the decision of a higher 
tribunal tlian that of man.) It is, tlierefore, the 
doctrine of our church. I refer lo it here, only 
as bearing on the point in question, and to re- 
mark on tile discrepancy, at least so it appears 
to me, which prevails between our reformers 
in this Article, and your Lordship's statement. 
You give it as your opinion that baptismal re- 
generation is the doctrine of the English church, 
that " justification begins in baptism, when the 
children of wrath are regenerated by water 
and the Holy Ghost, and made tlie children of 
God." Their sins are then forgiven, and they 
are justified ; that so long as they continue to 
use and improve the grace then given, they 
continue iu a state of justification; their jus- 
tification always depending upon their sanctifi- 
cation ; and so long as they repent and forsake 
iheir sins, the work of sauctification goes on; 
their sanctification being always dependent upon 
their works; if these fail, sanctification does not 
go on : from thence it follows as a necessary con- 
sequence, the motive of divine operation being 
gone, the Spirit works no move; then there is 
an end of their justification ; they are stilt in 
their sins, no longer children of God, but once 
^ain cliildren of wrath. Excuse me, my 
Lord, if I beg permission to say, that there is no 



such marriage alliance between the law and the 
gospel in the doctrine of grace laid down in 
this Article. No ! in the spirit of Paul, the 
language of it is, " And if by grace, then is it no 
more of works; otherwise grace is no more 
grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more 
grace, otlierwise work is no more work."* Our 
reformers agree with your Lordship, thai those 
who are regenerate are children of God ; but 
7iot by baptism; but "called according to his 
purpose by his spirit working in them in due sea- 
son." They are justified, but not by baptism, 
but by faith, " they through grace obey l/ie call- 
ing, they ^Lve justified freely ;'^ wlticli justifica- 
tion, and which sonship are not depen - 
dent upon their sanctification, but the Spirit 
of adoption : " they be made sons of God by 
adoption; they be made like the image of his only 
begotten Son Jesus Christ." With our re- 
formers the work of sanctification does not 
go on according to the merits of the sanctified, 
but according to his rich graee, the Spirit of 
God for Christ's sake works in them, all spi- 
ritual aflTectious and lioliness, " they walk reli- 
giously in good works." And, finally, as St. 
Paul afiirms, " if a son, then an heir of God 
through Christ," so " at length by God's mercy 
they attain to everlasting felicity." I [uay you 
* Itouj. xi. fi. 



observe, my Lord, in all this stream of grace, 
from the new-birth of the saiuts of God to the 
iuheritance, to the redemption of the purchased 
possession, tliere is not the most distant allusion 
made to baptism. The reformers do not date thr 
justification even of the elect children of God, 
from the sacramental ordinance, but from the 
working of the Spirit of God in their hearts 
"in due season," There is neither baptismal 
regeneration nor baptismal justification in this 
article. 

We proceed now to the sacraments. There 
are two sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord 
for his chnrch under the gospel economy, bap- 
tism and the supper of the Lord. 

27ih Article. Baptism is here called a sign 
of regeneration, or new birth — an engrafting 
into the church, viz. the church mystical, the 
congregation of faithful men, which is thr. body 
of Christ — that thereby they receive the for- 
giveness of their sins, and the Spirit of adop- 
tion to be the sons of God— ibe promises of 
which are " visibly signed and sealed unto 
them." Of whom then is this spoken? and to 
whom are these promises made ? It is specifi- 
cally stated, " They that receive baptism rightly 
are grafted into the church." All depends upon 
receiving that sacrament " rightly." What our 
reformers would have us to understand by this, 
is fully explained in the following article " of 



the Lord's Supper ;" " Insomuch that to such as 
rightly, viortJdly, and with Jaith receive the 
same." To be received rightly, it must be " by 
Jaith." Not, as some strangely suppose, design- 
ing the faith of the father and mother, or those 
who are godfathers and godmothers to the bap- 
tized person, but the faith of the person himself, 
which, as it follows, is thereby confirmed: "Jhith 
ia confirmed," and " grace increased by virtue of 
prayer unto God." Now the confirmation of 
faith supposes its pre-existence — faith must first 
he, before it can he confirmed. And the increase 
of grace argues a previous manifestation of it ; 
the light must first shine, before it can be said to 
increase ; and prayer, which obtains so great a 
blessing, bespeaks the presence of both — for to 
prevail with God, it must be the prayer oi grace, 
and faith, in spirit and in truth. The persons, 
then, to whom baptism is said to be " a sign of 
regeneration" and spiritual church-membership 
— to whom the promises of pardon and adoption 
" are visibly signed and sealed," are here con- 
sidered to be believers, or they could not " re- 
ceive baptism rightly ;" they must therefore he 
adults ; and the Article is especially framed for 
persons who should come to be baptized in riper 
years. That this is the doctrine of the church 
in this Article is further evident from the follow- 
ing clause in behalf of young children — " The 
baptism of young children is in anywise to be re- 



tained in the cliurcli, as most agreeable with the 
institution of Christ." To prevent all mistakes, 
lest young children should be deprived of the 
outward privileges and benefits of christian bap- 
tism, this injunction was inserted by the re- 
formers. And that it was their opinion, that like 
the word of the gospel, neither signs nor symbols 
in the sacraments would profit the recipients 
anything, unless mixed with faith in them by 
whom they were received, is plain from the 
twenty-ninth Article : " The wicked, and such 
as be void of a lively faith, although they do 
carnally and visibly press with their teeth (as 
St. Angustin saitli) the sacrament of the body 
and blood of Christ, yet in nowise are they par- 
takers of Christ : but rather, to their condemna- 
tion, do eat and drink tlie sign or sacrament of 
80 great a thing." There is no impanation of 
grace in a sacrament. From the united testi- 
mony of these Articles, I contend, that the doc- 
trine of our church is " regeneration by the 
Spirit — ^justification by faith ;" and that as bap- 
tism is neither the efficient, nor the instrumental 
cause necessarily of grace or faith, the inference 
is incontrovertible, that baptismal regeneration 
and sacramental justification are not the doctrine 
of the Church of England. 

From the Articles we proceed next to the 
Liturgy, which, taken in its restrained sense, is 
comprehensive of the form of worship for morn- 




inland evening servict-, the Litany, tlie Collects, 
with the epistle and gcispel to eiicij, and the 
Creeds. This is in such conformity to, and in 
such uniformity with, the Articles, and with 
them in such entire accordance with the word of 
God, that there seems to be little room for obser- 
vation, as touching the point at issue. It is ob- 
vious, however, from the spirit of the whole, that 
it does not kindle its fire at the altar of regenera- 
tion by baptism; unmeaning, indetd, would be 
the prayer of one of its collects,* " Create and 
Ttiake in us Tiew and contrite hearts !" to be offered 
up by those whose hearts had already been 
changed by " the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost." It implores the 
goodness of God " which leadeth lo repentance" 
bv faith ; it nowhere contemplates faith as a 
virtue, but a grace — not an acquirement by 
man, but the gift of God. It beseeclies the aid 
of grace as the power of God unto salvation, as 
all-sufficient for poor helpless man, and not de- 
pendent upon iiim. 

See Collects 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 19 after Trinity, 
and many others. Hear her voice in the Litany 
in the summing up of her supplications, praying 
for a broken heart and a contrite spirit, not as the 
manufacture of man, but as the gracious bestow- 
ment of God. " That it may please thee to give 
us true repentance ; to forgive us all our sins, 
'Collect fur Ash Wednesilav. 
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negligences, and ignorances; and to endue us 
with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our 
lives according to tliy holy word." There is one 
article of belief, however, contained in the creed 
used in the CoQimiinion Service, which is worthy 
our attention; it la as follows: " I acknowledge 
one baptism for tlie remission of sins."* Sacra- 



* ThJB Creed was drawn up as a barrier againFt ArianiBm. 
Tile Ariana denied the co-equality of the Son with the Fa- 
ther, and the divinity of the Holy Ghost. Tlie Creed ac- 
knowledges, therefore, the co-eternity, the co-equality, and 
distinct personality of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in the 
unity of the Godhead, of the Triune Jehovah. It ascribes 
to the Father, the work of creation — to the Son, the work of 
redemption — to the Holy Ghost, that of sanctificBtlon, who 
is " the Author and Giver of life." Now it is under the 
offices of the Holy Ghost that is ranked, " one hoptism for 
the remission of sins," by which alone we are baptized into 
Christ, and put on Christ, for whose sake alone we are for- 
given all trespasser:: it is the same in the Apostles' Creed. 
The Holy Ghost bears witneaa of Christ— whatever Christ 
does now for the church, of which he is the Great High 
Priest and Head, he does by the agency of the Spirit. If 
he quickens, it is by the Spirit, lie illuminates by the 
Spirit — comforts by the Spirit— renews by the Spirit. By 
the Spirit he commi 
his cross and passion, 
sins." It is the baptism of Christ, therefore, io the Spirit, 
the belief of which is here confessed by the faithful ; of this 
the baptismal ordinance is the outward sign or seal ; the re- 
ference to the baptismal ordinance, must surely be to the 
Spirit symboliaed by it, by which conies the remission of 
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mental water regenerates not, and therefore does 
not wash away sin, as we have proved. And in 
whatever sense it be may received, if water 
baptism does not regenerate, and we must be 
born again before we can see the kingdom of 
God, then there awaits us another baptism, even 
that of the Spirit ; and we believe not in one 
but in two baptisms. To say tliat water is the 
sign, and the Spirit the thing signified in that 
sacrament, unless it can be proved that they go 
necessarily and inseparably together, amounts 
to nothing. The ordinance either quickens the 
soul dead in trespasses and sins, or it does not ; 
if not, the soul awaits another baptism. 

To acknowledge " one baplism for the re- 
mission of sins, we must attend to the Lord's 
appointment. The water is the sign ; the Spirit 
the thing signified ; — that Jesus Christ has com- 
manded to be administered by man ; this he 
reserves in his own power, for he will not give 
his glory to another. And those cliildren who 
are properly instructed in the nature of their 
baptismal engagements, are taught to believe 
that by water in their baptism, they were made 
members of Christ's visible, or professing church 
upon earth; but that he can alone make them 
members of his mystical church whose inherit' 
nin, and not (o the water, the sign used, which lias no reiuis 
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ance is heaven ; that water was to tliem the sign 
that there is pardon, or cleansing hy the blood of 
Christ, symbolizing the Spirit by which alone 
comes the cleansing and the pardon, the blood 
of sprinkling ; and it is their duty to come unto 
Christ, put their trust in him, and pray to him 
for his Holy Spirit, that they may be baptized 
by him, made new creatures, and receive the par- 
don of their sins through him, and justification 
by him. 

This is the " one baptism for the remission of 
sins," and there is none else. To teach that 
baptism is the laver of regeneration, and the 
instrument of justification; what is it but to 
deceive and destroy ? To teach men that their 
sins are forgiven, that they were justified in 
their baptism, and made children of God ; while 
they are unchanged, unclean, even as they were 
born, dead in trespasses and sing, children of 
wrath : to teach them that they are regenerate, 
because baptized, while they are fast tied and 
bound with the chain of their sins, slaves to their 
passions and sensual appetites, in captivity to 
the law of sin and death, and in bondage to the 
devil and Satan, the God of this world, '* in 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the 
eyes of them that believe not ;" what is this 
but to rivet the chains of impenitency and un- 
belief — what but the worst species of soul demo- 
F 2 



lition and desolation? I verily believe that this 
is the cause of the greater part of the infidelity 
and immorality which stain the annals of Chris- 
tendom. Instead of enforcing upon the minds 
of an ignorant population, that the great work 
which can alone give them a title to heaven, 
and render their services acceptable to God, is 
not yet wrouyht, but lias yet to he done, and in 
vain they expect the blessing if they have not the 
birthright, the renewing of "the Holy Ghost," 
"thatholy Spirit of promise whicli is the earnest of 
our inheritance, until the redemption of tiie pur- 
chased possession unto the praise of his glory,"* — 
instead of this, lulled as it were by a deadly opiate, 
beingtaught that tliey iire regenerate by baptism, 
they fancy all that now remains, is an outward \ 
reform of manners and ceremonial conformity to 
the rites of religion, and then all will be well — 
they fold their arms in a delusive security, and i 
are confident of heaven, while they are " in i 
the very gall of bitterness and bond of ini- i 
quity." Is it not then a monstrous error and a , 
fearful deception to teach men that their sins are 
forgiven, and they are justified in baptism, but it | 
entirely depends upon their doings and gracious ! 
impiljvements, whether they are pardoned 
after life, or their justification will continue? And 
what is the doctrine of this system — that is plain. 
•Eph. i. 14, 15. 
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The forgiveness of original sm is by grace throHgh* ' 
Christ — the pardon of actual transgression is not 
without Christ, hut by ment and by the deeds of 
the law with Him. 

We now approach the offices of the church,' 
and among others that of the baptismal service, 
on one expression of which, in one prayer, your 
Lordship lays so much stress, and by which it 
would appear, that the whole matter in dispute 
is to be determined and settled. The words are 
as follow : " We yield thee most hearty thanks, 
most merciful Father, that it hath pleased thee 
to regenerate this infant with thy holy Spirit, 
to receive him for thioe own child by adoption, 
and to incorporate him into thy holy church." 
Your Lordship will allow with me, in the first 
place, that there is nothing in the Scripture to 
justify such asserlion or belief; and I hesitate not 
to affirm, that such is not the doctrine of the 
English church? I appeal to her Articles — I 
appeal to Iier almost inspired Liturgy : neither 
Articles or Liturgy teach it— they countenance it 
not — tiiey never thought of it — they are directly 
at variance with it. Our reformers knew better, 
they were more valiant for truth — more tender 
over the souls of men — more jealous furthefaith 
of Christ, and the grace of God. 

Similar to this, is the objectionable phraseology 
in the beginning of the Catechism, " Wherein I 
was made a member of Christ, a child of God, and 
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an inheTitor of the kingdom of heaven." What, 
my Lord, are all persons who are baptized witli 
water, " children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven?" This office, then, holds 
ont the doctrine of universal salvation. Is this 
liie doctrine of the Church of England ? I 
know, ray Lord, you would repudiate such an 
imputation with abhorrence. But is this office 
to be considered as a faithful interpreter of our 
Articles ? Is " theplain language" of this office to 
be understood " to explain Ike true meaning" of 
them ? This position is untenable — nor are we 
left to correct the error ; a little further on, and 
the office corrects itself, and proves, whatever 
those words may seem to express, that such was 
not the meaning of the church. 

In the after part of the Catechism, which is ex- 
planatory of the doctrines of the sacraments, and 
wliich was introduced in the first year of the 
reign of James I., a clear and proper distinction is 
made between the sign and the thing signified. , 
It ascribes regeneration, which evidences itself by 
"a death unto sin, and anew birth unto righte- 
ousness" — " not to the outward sign," but '* the ] 
inward and spiritual grace," for "being by nature 
born in sin and the children of wrath, we are 
hereby (by inward grace) made the children of j 
grace."* And that it did not hold, that the one [ 
was necessarily attendant ujwn the other, the fol- J 
I * Sec Churtli Calediii 
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lowing part determines. It teaclies, that repent- 
ance and faith, which are the fruits of the Spirit, 
effects of beiog born again, are first necessary 
for persons to be baptized — so far it bears on 
adult baptism, — with regard to infants — they are '' 
to be taught the duties of repenting and believ- 
ing in Jesus Christ, for the pardon of their sins 
and the salvation of their souls, that this was 
promised for them in their baptism, not that 
they were thereby "made children of God and 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven," but that 
they must in fulfilment of the promises made for 
them, look unto the Lord Jesus Ciirist by faith 
and prayer, to give them his holy Spirit, that 
" thereby being regenerate, and made his children 
by adoption and grace," they may love, honour, 
and obey him, and so, finally, by his mercy obtain 
everlasting life. This is the promise made for 
them in their baptism, "which promise when they 
come to age themselves are bound to perform." 

But it is the clause in the baptismal service 
that throws down the gauntlet. I agree with 
your Lordship that there must have been a two- 
fold interpretation attached to the word " regene- 
ration" in the day of the reformers. It is plain 
in the baptismal service, where they speak of 
two kinds — " by baptism," (or by water) " rege- 
nerate" — and "regenerate by the Spirit," " see- 
ing that this child is by baptism regenerate, and 
grafted into the body of Christ's church," which, 
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compared witli the expression iu the following 
prayer, evidently fixes the meaning of being 
" by baptism regenerate," to the admission of the 
infant into tlie pale of the outward or visible 
church by the symbol of water, according to the in- 
stitution of Jesus Christ. If the next collect were 
a thanksgiving to Ahnighty God for his goodness 
and mei'cy, and a prayer that it might please Him 
also to regenerate this infant by His Holy Spirit, 
and make hi ma child of God by adoption and grace 
by calling of the Holy Ghost " in due season," as 
the Article expresses it, the difficulty would be re- 
moved, and the prayer suitable and scriptural. 
But as it is, it is not so. The form is the same 
as that used for persons baptized in riper years, 
and was most likely transcribed from it, the word 
regenerate being then used in an equivocal sense. 
Nevertheless, I do not feel disposed so to back 
out of the difficulty: where we are in fault it is 
best to confess it. The term, it must be allowed, 
is objectionable; nay, it is not according to 
truth, and I know I am far from being singular 
in that sentiment, nor do I speak without epis- 
copal sanction ; but comparing the little spots 
and defects in the offices (they are but man's 
workmanship) with the exquisite beauty of the 
picture as a whole, exhibited in the Articles and 
Liturgy, learning tlierefrom that these defects or 
ubjeciiouable parts were not by the free consent 
iind good will of the compilers; but conceded 



to the exigencies of the times in which they 
lived, and in compliance with the prejudices 
and superstitiuus of a divided population, just 
emerging from the darkness ol' popery — I use 
the form accordingly, io the prayer and spirit 
of the service, that a hlessiug from the LortI may 
rest upon the child in this ordinance, and that 
" in due season," it may not only be taught the 
faitli of Christ hy man ; but receive the grace 
of it at the hand of him whose prerogative alone 
it is to give it. And in so doing, I claim only 
that latitude and indulgence; that liberty of 
conscience, which 1 am willJKg freely to yield 
to another. 

Indeed, my Lord, there must be quarter 
given on both sides in these matters. With- 
out using the term iudividioitsly, I mean be- 
tween the high and the low chtircli party. I 
would there were no such distinction. But if 
the letter is to be the law, unless I am greally 
mistaken, I think the high church will be 
placed in the more perplexing situation of the 
two. Let us take, for instance, a doctrine iii- 
vulvud in all the church offices. That of elec- 
tion. How can any man, refusing to receive 
that doctrine, conscientiously subscribe the 17th 
Article : bow can he use that prayer in the 
baptismal service, that the child may ever re- 
main in the number of Christ's faithful and elecl 
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children ? how can he in the superintendence of 
his schools, teach the children in their catechism 
to say, that they beheve, that the Holy Ghost sanc- 
tifies "aW the e^ec^ people of God," and those only : 
how can he in the burial service solemnly pray 
unto God, " that it may please thee shortly to 
accomplish the number of thine elect." These 
offices, as your Lordship states, being the more 
plain explanation of " the true meaning of the 
Article ;" how is the election to be evaded ? 
The Church of England holds it. Is not elec- 
tion a scripture doctrine, and according to god- 
liness. Boas not the head of the church say, 
" You have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should re- 
main ; that whatsoever ye shall ask the father 
in my name, he may give it you."* And ad- 
verting to the tribulation of the last times, does 
he not say, " and except that the Lord had 
shortened these days, no flesh should be saved ; 
but for the elect's sake, whom he hatii chosen, 
he bath shortened the days. For false Christs 
and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew 
signs aud wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, 
even the elect.""^ Does not St. Paul, in the 
Spirit of the word spoken to Elias, confirm it ; 
" even so tiien, at this present time also, there is 



' Jolin X 



f Mark xiii. 20, 22. 
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a remnant according to tlie election of grace"* 
Is it not according to godliness : " elect accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanciificat'wn of the Spirit, unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ : 
grace nnto you, and peace, be multiplied." t 
" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall."^ Is it not 
the doctrine of the Church of England ? does 
not the seventeenth Article pronounce it to be 
" full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable com- 
fort to godly persons, and such as feel in them- 
selves the Working of the Spirit of Christ, mor- 
tifying the works of the flesh, and their earthly 
members, and drawing up their mind to iiigh 
and heavenly things, as well because it doth 
greatly establish and confirm their faith of eter- 
nal salvation, to be enjoyed through Christ, as 
because it doth fervently kindle their love to- 
wards God ;" ought not all those who subscribe 
this instrument to be fully persuaded in their 
minds of the truth of it, and believe it, and main- 
tain the truth of it ? or if latitude and quarter are 
to be dealt out to some on this point, and mental 
reservation be extended to them, let others share 
the same indulgence. 
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There are those, my Lord, who, with my- 
self, do not hold the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration, or baptismal justification ; who 
do not believe either to be according to the 
doctrine of the Church of England, according 
to her Articles, her Liturgy, or her Offices, 
with the exception apparently of one solitary 
expression in the baptismal service, wiiich ex- 
pression, and that also of equivocal interpreta- 
tion, in one collect, is at variance with the 
expression of another collect in the same service, 
and repugnant to the whole constitution of the 
church ; have we not a right to expect indul- 
gence in this one point, have we not reason to 
feel and to complain, that it is hard and unkind 
in your Lordship to tell us publicly and un- 
coiirteously, that if there be any thing in the 
public services of the church, with which we 
cannot conscientiously comply ; we are at liberty 
to withdraw from her ministry- I-et, then, 
those who cannot in spirit and iu truth subscribe 
the seventeenth Article retire also ; yea, let 
them retire ; let all be measured by the same 
rule. That done, separate first from the com- 
munion of the church, those who do not believe 
in election, and then remove from her pale those 
who do not believe in sacramental justification. 
And I fancy, my Lord, out of all her orders, her 
bishops, priests, and deacons, there would be but 
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a small company left. As the case now stands, I 
fancy that the so-called, low church party stand 
on tile vantage ground. They are chargeable 
with excepting against an expression, which is 
not in accordance with the doctrine of their 
ciiurch or the Scriptures. The other are amen- 
able to the charge of rejecting a doctrine and 
a truth, which is laid down both in tlie Articles 
of the church, and the word of God, That it 
is the doctrine of the English Church ia incon- 
trovertibly true from tlie Article. 

But, suppose a question arise about the right 
interpretation of that Article ? Are we to look, 
as your Lordship suggests,* to the Liturgy, or 
what is further off, lo any of the offices of the 
church to explain the meaning of it, or to the 
word of God, the sole standard of appeal in all 
matters of doctrinal controversy ? " To the law 
and the testimony," saitli the Lord : " if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no ligiit in them." f I perfectly agree 
with the sentiment expressed by your Lordship 
in the Charge,:]: that the Scripture is to be the 
arbiter. " The question which concerns the 
right interpretation of the Articles, is intimately 
connected with that which relates to the founda- 
tion upon which they rest. If we desire to prove 
whether the doctrine set forth in any Article he 

• Additional note, pajje 21, of the CImrge. 
+ Isaiah viji. 20, J Page 20. 
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true, our single ultimate reference is to the written 
word of God; which we believe to contain all 
truths, a knowledge whereof is necessary to sal- 
vation." Again ; " Tins absolute completeness 
of tlie Holy Scriptures, as the source and proof 
of our faith, I liold to be a vital doctrine of 
our reformed church." If the explanation of 
the office then controvert the Articles and the 
word of God, such explanation cannot be the 
voice of the church, or it would be an unscrip- 
tural cliurch. 

Why, then, depart from that rule in settling 
the question now in debate ? Why select oTie 
solitary office, yea, and a defect in that office, 
to determine what is the real doctrine and be- 
lief of the church. If an office be available, as a 
standard for the whole, why not one office, as well 
as another. Take, for example, that for "the visi- 
tation of the sick ;" the standard-bearer will here 
be cumbered with his colours, and the church 
made to assume a character, neither designed by 
the Articles, nor pourtrayed in the Liturgy ; for 
by this the minister is sent with power to ab- 
solve the people from their sins. The form of 
absolution runs thus, — " And by his authority 
committed to vie, I absolve thee from all thy 
sins," Suppose the sick man, in the fear of ap- 
proacliing dissolution, were to ask — " And by 
what authority doest thou these things, and who 
gave thee this authority ?" Tiiis would be rather 



ao awkward eituatiun ! What is his apology or 
defence ? Will he find his answer in the word 
of God ? or in the Articles t or in tlie Liturgical 
Service for morning and evening prayer ? In 
vain would he look. Here then is a predica- 
ment ; here we are, all of us, my Lord, one with 
another — If this office is to be the standard of 
the ciiurch, here we are, one and all, high- 
church, low-church, all floored together. 

Bnt where is the sober-minded Protestant minis- 
ter, who believes tliat such power ex-officio belong- 
eth unto him ? The exception was made against 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and he, in full proof of his 
divinity, whicli the Jews believed not, to prove 
that He was the Son of God, and had power to 
forgive sins, (for such power belongeth only unto 
God,) answered, " That ye may know that the 
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
(then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, 
take up thy bed, and go unto thine house." * It 
is true, Jesus Christ gifted his disciples, apostles, 
and primitive believers also, with extraordinary 
powers, healing the sick, casting out devils, rais- 
ing the dead, Sec. ; that by the testimony of 
miracles, the truth, and the faith of his word 
might be established. It is true, also, that he 
said unto his disciples, " Whose soever sins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them, and whose 
• Malt. ix. 6. 



snever sins ye retain tliey are retained :" allowing 
this, though there is not one instance upon re- 
cord to show that any one of the apostles took 
npon himself to absolve a sinner of his sins; 
however this may be, is the church in the present 
(lay invested with any such supernatural gifts? 
Let the man who is wild enough so to think, 
enter upon the exercise of his delegated autho- 
rity, by healing tlie sick, casting out devils, 
raising the dead — if there be degrees in miracles, 
these are by far mure easy — than to cleanse the 
soul of a man from his guilt, disburden him 
of the load of his sins, and relieve him from the 
terrors of the wrath of God. Yet if the Hubric 
is to be his i ule, " and which he cannot alter or 
mutilate without a broacii of good faith," the 
visiting minister must read the form, read that 
which he cannot but disapprove, pronounce that 
which he cannot believe, assume the semblance 
of an authority, which he kuows lie does not pos- 
sese, and for which his conscience must smite, 
and his heart condemn him. 

Is this the spirit or the language of the Liturgy ? 
No, that declares what every oue may safely be- 
lieve, that God has given power and commandment 
to his ministers " to declare and pronounce to 
his people being penitent,''' viz. to every repentant 
and believing sinner, " the absolution and re- 
mission of their sins." And lest any, by mistake, 



might suppose ijiat it was the minister, and not 
God, that pardoned sin, though the word is a, 
pleonasm, it is inserted " He," viz, God, " par- 
doneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, 
and unfeignediy believe his holy gospel." The 
absolution in the Communion Service is more 
chastened slill. It speaks in the language of 
prayer, that God who hath graciously " pro- 
mised forgiveness of sins to all them that, with 
hearty repentance and true faith, turn ' unto 
liim,' may have mercy upon ' them,' and pardon 
and deliver ' tliem' from all ' their' sins." Ab- 
solution by the priest is not therefore the doc- 
trine of the church, though retained in that 
office. I am aware that the Romish cliurch, with 
other marlts of antichrist, assumes the divine 
right of absolution, because they bold the keys 
of Peter ; and may they long keep them, and 
keep them from England's church, and lock 
them up. in the Vatican for ever, and never part 
with them. I am sure your Lordship will ap- 
prove that sentiment. But our Protestant chiirch 
ascribes that power alone to Christ Jesus, the 
Son of God, who hath all power in heaven and 
earth, to him who hath " the key of David," to 
him " that openeth, and no man shutteth ; and 
shutteth, and no man openeth."* 

But to return. This office tiieu will not be 
• Rev- iii. 7. 
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admitted as a rule of faith, because it is not the 
standard of the church. But how shall we dis- 
pose of the " absolution?" How shall we deter- 
mine on this matter the sense of the church? 
Surely by the spirit of the whole, and not by the 
discrepancy of any one of her parts. Let us 
then compare together the form of absolution in 
the office for the Visitation of the Sick, and those 
two appointed to be used in the Liturgical Ser- 
vice, testing them by the Articles, and, above all, 
by the word of God, — And I submit, my Lord, 
which would you pronounce to be the doctrine 
of the church? to which, taken in connexion 
with the whole of her ecclesiastical polity, upon 
every principle of sound reasoning and legiti- 
mate criticism is the preference to be given? Tothe 
priestly absolution of the minister in the office? 
or to those which breathe the Spirit, and bear the 
image and superscription of the word of Christ, 
the imprimatur of the Articles and the Liturgy? 
Would you consider one solitary expression in 
one of her offices, and that at variance with all 
the rest, to be a right and a safe rule of judg- 
ment 1 or take the general tenor and harmony 
of the whole to fix the true character and doc- 
trine of the church? 

On this ground I meet your Lordship in 
the Baptismal Service. That office, and the 
unsound part of that office, at variance as it is 



S3 



with scri])ture, the spirit of the cliurch, and 
plain mafter-of-fact, has no more claim to be con- 
sidered the standard of our church, than the ab- 
solution in the Visitation of the Sick.* To recon- 
cile the diflerence, or correct the error, we are, 
as in the former case, not to interpret and ex- 
plain the Articles and the Liturgy by the office, 
but the office by the Articles and Liturgy. 
Though the thirty-nine Articles alone are the 
standard of the Church's creed, I class them to- 
gether, nothing fearing, for there is not the 
shadow of a ditference between the Articles and 
the Liturgy for the public services of the church. 
If this office, then, speaks not in agreement with 
them, it utters not the voice of the church ; and 
the sense of the church is not to be straigiitened 
by any default in the office. 1 hold, tlierefore, 
and your Lordship will allow it to be correct, 
that we are not to take the one point, in which 
* If to assume the prerogative of GoH, which is to put 
ourselves in the place of God, is blasphemy i then It it 
blasphemy for any man to say he can forgive sins. Whe- 
ther, if «e bring the matter into close scrutiny, to say that 
when a minister baptizes a child with water, he regenerates 
his soul with the Spirit, does not amount unto, yea, exceed 
in obliquity the startling ofTcnce, should give us serious 
thought and prayerful deliberation. The one " forgives 
sin," the other " generates a new creation ;" the one im- 
parts the Spirit of pardon, the other the Spirit of li/i. 
" Lord, to whom shall we go, Thou bast the words of 
eternal lire." 
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she differs from the Articles, and from herself 
alsci, but the other parts, in all of whicli she 
agrees, and in this agreement, settle the sense 
and meaning of the church in the ordinance; 
and thus, overlooking the infirmity of one defect, 
we are to have regard to the concurring testimony 
of the whole, and so to decide upon the cliaracter 
and the doctrine of the English church. 

Further arguments might be adduced in favour 
of the scripturally — pure constitution of the Church 
of England, to prove her, in all the fundamental 
principles of the Gospel and the faith of Christ, 
healthy and sound, " built upon the foundation 
of apostles and prophets, Jepus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone ;" but I have already 
been led out into greater length than I intended, 
or had reason to expect ; I therefore add no 
more. I feel that I have now discharged my 
conscience before God, in having attempted to 
vindicate the grand foundation doctrine of our 
Protestant church, justification by faith, salva- 
tion by tbe free and unmerited grace of God, 
against the aggressions of baptismal regeneration, 
and sacramental justification. I have, though 
in a very hurried manner, in the midst of many 
other avocations, endeavoured to substantiate, 
how far satisfactorily I know not, that regenera- 
tion by tilt; Spirit, and not baptismal water ; 
justification by faith, and not by the baptismal 



sacrament, are the doctrine of the Church of 
England, in accordance with the faith of Ciirist, 
and the word of God. 

It remains for me now only, as intimately con- 
nected with the same vital truth, before 1 close 
this paper, to advert, and not without much pain 
and regret, to that part of your Lordship's Charge, 
which glances at those persons who have given birth 
to the schism, which now so nnhappily divides 
the church ; who have been the first propagators 
of the heresies, and pioneers to the more than 
semi-popery which have begun to infest and de- 
file the inner courts of our Protestant, our 
venerable establishment. It grieves me, my 
Lord, to hear it, nor can I conceive upon what 
ground, from a Protestant church, any meed of 
commendation can be due to persons, who, wliile 
they are ostensibly emulous for the church and 
its forms, play the traitor to Christ and his 
truth ; who, apparently, contentions only for the 
external observance of the church's discipline, 
strike inwardly at her doctrines, the very vitals 
of her existence. What is the casket without the 
jewel? " Wliat is the chaff to the wheat, saith 
the Lord?" Why shonld this our enemy now 
ride oft' in triumph, and proudly boast, that you 
only blame some of their extravagances in the 
ritual, but challenge not the truth of their senti- 
ments. And why, in every direction, should it 
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be heard, that by your silence you sanction their 
principles, because, while you praise their zeal 
for the Riibrick, you condemn not their aberra- 
tion from the Articles of the church, and their 
departure from sound doctrine. 

You eulogize them, my Lord, " as learned and 
pious men." You say " we ought not to lose sight 
of the good which they have effected." " Learn - 
ing ! " "Piety!" "Good!" Where, my Lord, are 
they to be found? As to the learning of those per- 
sons, I have nothing to say, except it is a great 
pity they do not make better use of it ; yea, a 
great sin that the natural parts and abilities they 
have received of God, they do not employ more 
to his glory ! As to their piety ! If iu our lan- 
guage that word admits of the same shades of 
acceptation, as pietas in Latin, from which it is 
derived, I would ask — Where ia their piety tn 
God ? What good have they done for God ? 
Where is their piety to the Church of Christ? 
What good have they done for that? Where 
is their piety for the perishing souls of men ? 
What good have they done for them ? If the 
perversion of God's word, the corruption of 
Christ's church, and beguiling the souls of men 
to their destruction, be piety — then verily they 
have just claim to the title of piety. 

These may be called hard words — they are, in- 
deed, serious and solemn charges, but they are 
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true, and such as can never be cnuuterbalanced, 
or outweighed, or compensated, by auy external 
rites, ceremonies or church discipline, however 
when scripturally ordered and jndiciously en- 
forced) they may be in their place necessary and 
important. 

" What good have they done in the service of 
God," Is not the whole canon of Scripture and the 
whole fabric of our Protestant church assailed and 
endangered by their Jesuitical sophistry? Is not 
salvation by grace, the free and unmerited grace 
of God, the fundamental article of the Christian 
faith, by them perverted and denied. By name, 
the more effectually to deceive, they profess 
the doctrine of grace, but not without the gar- 
ment they put upon it. They would appear to hold 
this gospel truth, but it is by them in the serving 
up, so mixed with error and their own inventions, 
that it is anything else than God's truth — "Grace 
is no more grace." They have baptismal grace, 
eucharistic grace, — grace dispensed by man, or 
merited by works — merit that earns grace — and 
merit and graceof congmity and condiguity — but 
not the free and sovereign grace of God revealed 
in his holy word, given for the salvation of sinners 
— that " grace" which reigns through righteous- 
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord" — 
that grace, the great truths of which are laid 
down and maintained in the Articles of the 
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Church of EnglaDd, especially in the uioth to 
the eighteenth inclusive. Now, however, inge- 
niously they may attempt to explain away tlie 
Articles, they will not surely take any such un- 
hallowed liberty with the word of God. They 
do worse — they profane the oracles of sacred 
truth to evade the Scripture sense of this doc- 
tiine, they are, despite their signature to the 
sixth Article, guilty of an abandonment of the 
inspired word of God, for the uninspired legends 
of man — infallible truth is sacrificed before the 
altar of tradition, and no interpretation of the 
Scripture, but that which is sanctioned by tlie 
tradition of the fathers, is to be received as the 
doctrine of the church. Thus they make "the 
word of God" and the faitli of Christ of " none 
effect by their traditions" — the traditions of vten 
are to supersede the Divine authority of the 
Holy Bible. Is this their piety to God ? 

What good have they done for the churcli? 
We hear from these persons much about the 
church— tiie authority of the church — the almost 
infallibility of the church— but what cliurch, U 
not yet explained. It is certainly not the church 
defined in the nineteenth Article ; "the visible 
church of Christ is a congregation of faithful 
men, in the which the pure word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments be duly ministered 
according to Ciirist's ordinance" — this cannot 







be tijeir schismatic clmrch, for therein "the 
sacraments are not mioistered according toCIirist's 
ordinance." Jesus Christ never promised to all, 
or to any one admitted into his church by wattT- 
baptism, that then and there " he would enter 
into 'him' himself, and dwell in 'him' as 
if he had been an archangel, or one of the 
seraphim who worship before him continually."* 
Jesus Christ never ordained baptism to that end, 
and they who so minister it, minister it not 
according to Christ's ordinance. It cannot be 
their churcii, because in the sacrament of tlie 
ird's Supper, though they waive tiansubstantia- 
(how could they acknowledge tliat without 
>penly embracing the holy mother whom they so 
isionately admire,) but those who receive that 
ordinance as they teach, must imagine such a 
consubstantiate mysticism in it, that when they 
press the bread within their mouth it must be 
with this sensation, as though " they pressed 
the flesh of Christ between their teeth." There 



Tiie following is aa extract from a sermon of a tracta- 
leader, treating on ihe sacrament of baptism : " Oh I 
■ful follower of Christ, how is it that tliou hast never 
thought of " ichat thou art, and what is in t/iee f Art not 
thou Christ's purcEiased possession ; and has he not rescued 
thee from the devil, and put a new nature in thee ; and did 
not he in baptism cast out the evil spirit, and enter into thee 
himself, dwell in thee as if thou hadst been an archangel, 
of the seraphim who worship before him cunti- 
illy ?" 
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is no church that comes witiiin my knowledge, 
which admits of such absurdities or idolatrous 
practices but one, and that is "Mystery, Babylon 
the great, the mother of harlots." Whether this 
be the church they have in their mind or not, 
is for them to say, at all events time will shew. 

The church which I mean, is that section in 
Christendom, which holds the doctrine of the 
Christian faith, as laid down in the Thirty-nine 
Articles — the Protestant Church of England ! 
For this, what good have they done ? Impressed 
with the blessed advantages of a Bible Chris- 
tianity, do they urge upon all mankind the neces- 
sity of reading the Bible ? Do they follow thu 
example of Christ, and in obedience to his word, 
enjoin all to *' Search the Scriptures," "Search 
the Scriptures for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal life, and they are they which testify of me." 
Do they not, contrariwise, hold out, that to " put 
the Scriptures indiscriminately into the hands of 
the people, is a very dangerous thing, calculated 
to be productive of all sorts of mischief ;" that 
something else besides the word of God is requi- 
site to lead them in tlie way of life. Do they not 
refu8e them the right of private judgment, direct 
them to apply to those who are acquainted with 
tradition and the fathers, the decrees of synods 
and councils, by whom alone the divine oracles 
can be properly understood and correctly ex- 
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plained? Do tliey not assert ihat sacraments 
necessarily convey grace? tliat all who are mi- 
nisterially baptized are made ciiildren of God 
and heirs of heaven ? and all wiio take the bread 
and wine in the Lord's Supper, are partakers ab- 
solutely of the body and blood of Christ ? Do 
they not declare that there is merit in alms- 
deeds? in abstinence, repentance, and prayer? 
that good works alone for Christ's sake, or good 
works and faith together, " jVs'i/^ before God, 
wash away sin, deserve grace, avert wrath, 
make a man worthy of heaven, and lead the 
way to glory ?" Is the word of God thus im- 
peached ? Is the commandment of Christ re- 
pudiated ? Are the sacraments of his church 
corrupted and destroyed ? Is the doctrine of free 
grace (especially that involving a sinner's ac- 
ceptance with God, " justification by faith," the 
fundamental truth of the Bible and our churcli, 
without which no man can be saved,) thus by 
them martyred and marred? And is this their 
piety to the church ? 

And what good have they done toward sav- 
ing the perishing souls of mankind ? Do they 
obey the Lord in this, "Preach the gospel to 
every creature?" While apostolicity is the 
watchword of the faction, do they tread in the 
steps, or hold the doctrine of apostles, " Faith 
Cometh by hearing, and hearing by tlie word of 



Gud V Do they inTite sinners to come unto 
Christ, or to the church for life? To the church 
unquestionably, and the sacraments? But what! 
can the church give life? can the sacramenla 
give life? " repentance toward God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ ?" Did our Lord ever in- 
vest them with such authority and such power? 
No ; in the scripture we are bidden first to come 
unto Christ that we may have life, and then to 
his sacraments — " He that liath tlie Son hath lift;, 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life," Yes ! all people who have in their infancy 
beeu signed with the sign of the cross, are, ac- 
cording to the scriptures, to be exhorted to come 
unto Christ for life, that they may be regenerate 
by the Holy Ghost ; and in tlie faith of that after- 
wards receive the Lord's Supper, acknowledging 
thereby, as He who first gave the Hfe can alone 
sustain it, that they live upon Christ by faith, for 
the strengthening and refreshing of their souls, 
even as the natural body Is refreshed by bread 
and wine, the symbols thereof in that sacrament. 
The word of Christ to all speaks the language 
of invitation with promise, " Come unto me ail ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." These are glad tidings to perishing 
souls, — can they be too often brought before 
them, and urged upon them ? Yes, if we are to 
receive the dngmas of this Anglo-schismatic theo- 
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logy, the preacliiog of the gospel is to be more 
restrained ; sinners are not to be, in such un- 
quali6ed terms, pressed to come unto Christ ; 
the atonement is to be more sparingly handled, 
more reservedly treated, more cautiously men- 
tioned, to be kept more in the back-ground, in 
the shade, where it may be but dimly seen, and 
that it may not be so clearly understood, from 
the word of God, that " the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth from all sin." 

Nor are these persons more indulgent, or less 
unscriptural in their treatment of sin after bap- 
tism. This is made a mortal, almost a damnable 
offence, the pardon of which demands much 
labour, and toil, and time, is always attended with 
much difficulty and uncertainty, and may not be 
decided before the day of judgment; a melan- 
choly prospect this, and full of gloom. In the 
meantime, the ordeal is to be enterprised, the 
opus opcratmn must be operated, or there is no 
hope. Tlie poor broken-hearted sinner, although 
heavy laden with his guilt, has a still heavier 
burthen laid upon him, which hi; is not able to 
bear. Not unlike the penance of the holy mother, 
he is enjoined repentance, mortification, and 
prayer, aud set to work with all his might for life ; 
mortification, not that of Paul, bat that of Rome — 
the mortification of the body, aud not of the defidi 
or sinful motions of the body ; and afterall, when 



the modicum of repentance may come up to the 
mortality of the oft'eiice, must be determiued by 
the church that inflicts it. Is this the doctrine 
of the sixteenth Article ? Is this their piety to the 
perishing souls of men ? More pitiless this surely 
than Pharaoh, who laid upon Israel the task of 
making bricks witliout straw, " exacting of the 
people as heretofore the full tale of bricks.'' 

Butwhatgoodhavethey done? Havingremoved 
the essential doctrines of salvation out of the place 
which they held in the church, having merged 
justification by faith, having put the atonement 
in the back-ground, having displayed their zeal 
to moderate the preaching of the gospel and the 
reading of the scripture, do they put nothing in 
the room thereof, nothing to fill up the empty 
space? yes; in the first and most Important 
niche they place, over what they call the altar, a 
crucifix, — yea, " tell it not in Gath, publish it 
not in the streets of Askelon," even the image of 
Jesus Christ fixed on the cross, — so that, beguiled 
by the subtlety, the people that bow before it are 
unwittingly taken in the snare of idolatry ; much 
to the credit of that congregation, be it spoken, 
. who on a very recent occasion refused to ap- 
proach the table, till the idol crucifix was taken 
away. 

But in other places it remains; it is suffered 
to abide, to the scandal and disgrace of the Pro- 
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testaot Church. But this is not all ; weighty 
things liave been displaced, viany ih'nigs, if not 
in weight, must fill up tiie void lu lueasure. 
Hence pictures, and candlesticks, and wax- 
candles, and flowers, and garlands of flowers, 
duinh show and mummery, decoy-ducks of super- 
stition for wandering birds; hence rubrics, long 
obsolete and antiquated customs, are dragged 
forth from their dust, and outward forms and 
rites and ceremonies are called in to supersede 
the weightier matters of the gospel law. With 
these may be conjoined the broad hems am! phy- 
lacteries of matins and vespers for every day, 
of popish cast and pharisaical notoriety, vest- 
ments and forms of prayer for every change; 
and, O solemn mockery ! motions and attitudes, 
bowing obeisance at the altar, and turning to and 
from the people, as though the God of the east 
were not the God of the west, and not to he 
found in every point of the compass,— Moi God, 
whose worship is inward in the hearts of his 
people, in the Spirit ; and upward to heaven hie 
throne of grace, — who is himself a Spirit, and 1 
has declared by his Son Jesus Christ, that " they 
who worsliip bira shall worship him in Spirit and 
in truth," " for the Father seeketh such to wor- 
ship him." 

Do not suppose from these remarks, my Lord, 
that I am opposed to order, to discipline, or 



church governraent, — do not imagine I under- 
value the outward forms of public worship or 
church fellowship in prayer and praise. I trust 
I kuow how to respect the one, and appreciate tlie 
otiier. But wlieii the church is exalted into the 
place of Christ, and made to occupy his throne^ — - 
when the public ordinances of the church are so 
canonized as to subvert and supplant the funda- 
mental truths and doctrines of his gospel — when 
outward forms and rites and ceremonies are 
abused and turned into mummery and mockery, 
into purposes of religious merchandize, to merit 
grace, thereby to merit eternal life — no matter to 
ine wherefrom the offence cumeth, whether they 
rank amongtherich and great, orthe men who have 
a name to be " pious and learned," they are to be 
blamed — and I withstand them to ihe face; and in 
so doing, with the. Bible in one hand and the 
twentieth Article of the church in the other, I hold 
myself bound by no law, but the law of God, 

In the foregoing detail of facts and truths, 
which cannot be denied, am I not justified in 
again asking, What good have tiiese men done ? 
Where is their " piety to God, to the church of 
Christ, and the perishing souls of men ?" 

As a further proof of the religious feelings of 
this anti-protestant confederacy — the aim they 
keep steadily before them — the mould into which 
they meditate to cast the English church, I sub- 
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jam to these pages the copy of a letter penned 
by a clergyman who had buth oral and ocular 
demonstration of the whole scenery and per- 
formaoce, and is ready to substantiate it. I 
commend it to your Lordship's perusal and con- 
sideration, and to that of the religious public* 
How long, then, my LonJ, shall these things be ? 
yea, how nmch longer shall tliej^ be tolerated ? 
Is it not enough that we are assailed by Popery 
from without, but we must cherish it witliiu ? 
Shall we suffer it to nestle in our own bosom 
until, like the viper, having had from ourselves 
nourishment ministered, it stiii^ us to death. I 
I fear not, my Lord, the Popery from without, but 
the Popery from within ; neither so much the 
1 Popery in our discipline and forms, us the Popery 
in our creeds and doctrines. What compensii- 
tion can all the mummery, the fumiulity, the 
assumed sanctity of the priesthood at Oxford 
make for their fearful departure from essential 
truth — from the fundamental doctrines of the 
gospel, the Articles of tlie Church, and sill sound 
worship. And what will avail the souls of men 
- all church discipline, and order, and ritual con- 
Formity, all burnt offerings and sacrifices in 
flbrraal worship, if they are not clothed upon 
iwith Christ, — have nut on the wedding giiruient 
woi a Saviour's righteousness — are not justilied l)y 
• For letter referreJ m, see p lot. 



faith ! "Jas est et ah hoste doceri." Wliile we 
are looking to the outposts, and are busily em- 
ployed about the bulwarks and outward fortifica- 
tions of the city, let us beware lest we leave un- 
garrisoned tlie citadel. If, as a church, we 
abandon or compromise the faith of Christ, tiien 
Ciirist will abandon us. Witli the doctrine of 
Justification by faith, as a church, we either stand 
or fall. It is the honour and glory of Christ, of 
which God is most jealous — it is the only ground 
of a sinner's acceptance with God — there is none 
other ; it is the grand characteristic distinction 
between Protestantism and Popery. Surrender 
that, and the partition wall between England and 
Rome is thrown down to the ground— the palla- 
dium is gone— the ark is taken— the glory is 
departed. 

Justification by faith is the immortal shield, 
for which Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley fought 
and bled — which they bravely won — and for 
whicti they nobly dared to die. To us it is be- 
queathed ! Sliall we be careless of the charge ? 
or faithless to the trust? While we defend it 
against the invasion of avowed enemies, shall we 
tamely suffer it to be violated by the perjury of 
professed friends, who call our reformation, re- 
volution — the Protestant faith, heresy ! Who, 
taking our shield from Its place, pollute it ; and 
putting it to an use for which it was never given, 



instead uF a. buckler for defence, tiini it upside 
down, and make of it a sacramental fuut for bap- 
tismal water ! While proof agaiust violence, shall 
we thus be taken with subtilty, spoiled through 
"philosophy and vain deceit, after tlie tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ ?"* And shall " the daughter of Sion 
be left ii3 a cottage in a vineyard, as a ludge in a 
garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city?" May 
that day be far from us, may tlie Lord by a niur- 
ciful interposition show that he has a favou'T fur 
us, and a blessing yet in store, for Protestaut Eng- 
land and her Protestant church. To our eccle- 
siastical rulers and governors, under God, wo 
look, as the Lord's watchmen in Sion, to see tliat 
our retbrined church is preserved in faithful alle- 
giance unto Christ, lest that which was planted 
a noble vine, wholly a right seed, " be turned 
into the degenerate plant of a strange vine." 

And in these perilous times may the prayer of 
the righteous, of every true friend to the Esta- 
blished Church, be unto him who is the Great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, the God of 
our life, our Saviour Christ ; that it may please 
bim to come down and help us; "thoroughly 
to purge his floor," to " purge out from among" 
us " the rebels, and them that transgress against 
him," "that they pollute his holy name no more 
* Coloss. ii. 8. 
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with their gifts, and with their idols." May the 
Lord, the most high Melchisedec of his church, 
himself ** stand between the dead and the living, 
and the plague" shall '* be stayed." " Amen, 
even so ; come. Lord Jesus." 

I beg to subscribe myself, with the most un- 
feigned sincerity. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient 
And humble Servant, 

James Thomas Holloway. 

Elm Lodge, Netting Hill. 



The following is a transcript of a letter re- 
ceived from a clergyman, which appeared very 
recently in thti public prints : — 



TO THK EDITOIt. 



Sir, — Impressed with the obligation that rests iipfiii 
the clergy ol' our church, as a means of gtiarding tho 
ProtcKtant reliyion from such encroachments as may in- 
sensibly enilaugtir il, to expose the system thai (in the 
u'oi'ds uf the Bishop of Chester, utlereil uiure than fuur 
years ago, bill which are equally applicable now) " is 
daily assuming a, move serious and alarming aspect, 
and ihreateiis us with a revival of the worst evils of ihe 
Romish system, " I am induced to present to the public, 
through the medium of jour journal, a plain statement 
of what i wiliiesiied in the neighbourhood of Oxford, uu 
Thursday, ihc '^'ind insl., making no cummenl, leaving 
them to draw ihe cunclubion which lo every reasoning 
mind cannol fail lo suggesi iiself, 1 arrived in Oxford (uu 
my way from town lo ihe place of my appointed [abiiurs, 
on Wednesday, the 21st. A clergyman with whom I 
accidentally met, informed me, (a circnmslance of which 
I bad no previous intimation whatever,) that tlie ncxl 
(lay was the anniversary of the opening of Little More 
Church, and ibat there was lo bo a full service ihore^ 
coiiiuicucing al eleven o'clucli. I rc|iaucd thillier in 
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chief pari of Mr. Nuiviiiaii's sermon was an allack tipuii 

tlic principles of the Reformalion. Al ihe close of it 
lie gave a catalogue of saintd, in which were St. Diinslan 
and St. Leo. I suppose the latter saint must be St. Leo 
the Tenth ; no other so suited to the scope of Mr. N.'s 
sermon occiirs to me. 

At the flose of the sermon I left the church — 1 could 
not remain to the communion. I left it with mucli 
bleeding at heart ; but. Sir, I have thought that some 
good may result from my sending this account of what 
I saw aud heard to you. 

I have — as I observed it was my intention — abstained 
from making any comment ; but surely the thing speaks 
for itself. On the other side you will find my name and 
address : I shall be ready, if called upon, to substantiate 
my statement ; but at present it may suffice that I sub- 
scribe myself, your obedient servant. 



Ci 



Sept.W, 1842. 



I bad forgotten to mention, what I really think the 
attention of the Bishop of London should be directed 
to, that in Mr. Dodsworth's church, (Rcgenl's Park,) 
where 1 was present on St. Bartholomew's day, I heard 
a very violent attack upon the Protestant faith ; the curate 
(Mr. Woodgifl) in reading the prayer for the queen, 
that occurs in the communion service, for the words, 
" Have mercy upon the whole Church," substituted, 
" Have mercy upon the Jioly Catholic Church." I am 
persuaded that the Bishop cannot be aware of such a 
change made to suit an end theee persons acknowledge 
they will make all principle subservient to, and this is 
the reason why I have mentioned it. 
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